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Commonwealth To Hold Sep Meeting in Harare 


MB1104204890 Gaborone Domestic Service 
in English 1910 GMT 10 Apr 90 


[Text] Parliamentarians from the Commonwealti: coun- 
tries will meet in Harare, Zimbabwe, in September this 
year to discuss the future of the 50-nation organization. 


This was agreed at the association’s meeting in Gabo- 
rone last week. 


INTERNATIONAL AFFAIRS 1 


The conference will examine the (?record of) achieve- 
ment of the Commonwealth since its establishment, and 
its role in future international relations, and the resolu- 
tion of world problems. 


The conference will also devote itself to critical interna- 
tional issues, such as the Commonwealth's role in 
bringing about political change in Sovth Africa, its 
cooperation in enhancing the status of women, and its 
initiatives in tackling global environmental problems. 


2 INTER-AFRICAN AFFAIRS 


Indian Ocean Commission Holds Meeting 10-11 Apr 


£.4 1404175090 Antananarivo Domestic Service 
in Malagasy 1600 GMT 11 Apr 90 


[Excerpts] The two-day meeting of the IOC, Indian 
Ocean Commission, held at the Malagasy Foreign Min- 
istry headquarters in Anosy [a district of Antananarivo] 
ended at 1655, just a short while ago. [passage omitted] 


Important things and many other various suggestions 
related to cooperation in this part of the Indian Ocean 
were discussed during the meeting. Here is Marcellin 
Rasolofonirina: 


{Begin Rasolofonirina recording] [passage omitted] The 
topics discussed during the two days of consultations 
were very important. Among them was the issue of 
tourism. The same applies to air transport, in which 
regard Malagasy Foreign Minister Bemananjara said an 
important project is to be undertaken in order to develop 
air links between the Indian Ocean islands. 


Among the suggestions also made during the meeting, as 
reported by Minister Jean Bemananyara, is the establish- 
ment of a kind of cardiology center jointly owned by the 
Indian Ocean islands. 


But the most important item were the discussions on the 
protection of the environment. The pa. .icipants unani- 
mously agreed that the environment should be protected 
in this part of the Indian Ocean. In this regard, funds 
worth about 6,000,000 ECU [European currency unit] 
were requested from the EEC. 


A suggestion was also unanimously put forward con- 
cerning the creation of a standing committee to be in 
charge of the work of what is called the IOC technical 
committee. Diplomatic relations shc.uld also be strength- 
ened to develop South-South cooperation in the south- 
western part of the Indian Ocean in particular. 


Finally, all of those present, including the delegation 
from the Seychelles, also said that the time has come now 
to hold a summit of the Indian Ocean islands heads of 
state, to show the whole world that in this part of the 
Indian Ocean, there is a genuine readiness to de nore. 


Those, in brief, are the contents of the statement made by 
Minister Bemananjara. He said that the whole werid has 
changed its outlook and a great renewal was needed in both 
East-West and North-South relations, particularly in the 
African region. We should act [words indistinct] the IOC so 
as to avoid being overtaken by history [words indistinct]. 
The island of Mauritius, he said, had been appointed to the 
leadership of the IOC and holds this office as of today. 
Moreover, Mauritius was the last country to take the floor 
among the five countries. It expressed its readiness to fulfill 
honorably the duties and responsibilities placed upon it. 
[passage omitted] [end recording] 
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It is worth noting that all the decisions taken during the 
two-day meeting by the [OC are to be submitted to the 
Council of Foreign Ministers of the IOC member countries. 


The field of radio and television broadcasts is another 
aspect of IOC cooperation. The Association of Radio 
and Television of the [Indian Ocean, or ARTOI., was born 
today. The agreement was signed this afternoon at the 
headquarters of Radio Madagascar in Anosy by repre- 
sentatives of Radio-Television Seychelles, or RTS; 
Radio France Oversea (RFO) of Reun on Island; and 
Radio-Television Malagasy. Accordingly, the Malagasy, 
Reunion, Mauritian, Seychellois radv and television 
Organizations are members of ARTO. 


The RFO director general, Mr. [name indistinct] [words 
indistinct] said during the successive speeches made by 
the various representatives, the association had been 
created at the international trade fair of Reunion Island 
in November 1989, that officials in charge of informa- 
tion in each country had met and launched the idea of 
creating ARTO. 


ARTOI falls within the framework of South-South coop- 
eration and [words indistinct] produce radio and televi- 
sion broadcasts for the Indian Ocean islands aimed at 
informing the world about the realises, culture, and 
{words indistinct] in this southwestern part of the Indian 
Ocean. Joint projects by ARTOI members will conse- 
quently be undertaken, including projects aimed at 
attracting the attention of all financial donors expected 
to assist the [OC cou.tries in their challenge. 


Apart from these activities, ARTO! will undertake two 
major projects during the current year, 1990. The first 
pertains to information about the third Indian Ocean 
islanis games [planned to begin on 24 August], which 
will be hosted by our country. People from this part of 
the Indian Ocean will be able to follow either all or part 
of the games through radio and television. 


Apart from this, cooperation in the production of radio 
and television broadcasts, showing the realities, culture, 
and development in our region to the world, is the 
objective [words indistinct]. [passage omitted] 


Here is the explanation given by Mr. Gabriel Rabesa- 
hala, head of ARTOI and also director of Radio- 
Television Malagasy, about ARTOI and the possible 
advantages that Madagascar might particularly acquire 
from its existence. 


[Begin Rabesahala recording] [passage omitted, 
including indistinct passages] We know a lot about the 
USSR, France, or the United States, for example, but 
what do we know in Madagascar about the Seychelles? 
Very little. I really hope that the association will develop 
an exchange of information for better mutual knowledge 
[words indistinct]. [passage omitied] [end recording] 


Various officials of the Malagasy Ministry of Informa- 
tion attended the [word indistinct]. Representatives of 
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RFO-Reunion [words indistinct] Seychelles were also worth noting that only a part of [words indistinct} in our 
present, while representatives of the Comoros and of the country is supervised by ARTOI on the dispatch of news 
Mauritius Broadcasting Corporation did not attend. Itis | concerning all these [as heard]. 


4 CONTRAL AFRICA 


Cameroon 


Party Organ Election Campaign To Begin 17 Apr 
AB1304 154390 Dakar PANA in English 1159 GMT 
13 Apr 90 


[Text] Yaounde, 13 April (CAMNEWS/PANA}—The 
campaign for elections into the organs of the ruling party 
in Cameroon will begin on Tuesday [!7 April] an official 
Statement announced on Friday in Yaounde. 


The statement came after the meeting of the Central 
Committee of the Democratic Assembly of the 
Cameroonian People’s Party which ended in Thursday 
in the capital. 


The meeting, which reviewed the activities of the party 
since the last meeting of the Executive Committee, said 
that the campaign would lasi five days and would be 
done within the basic organs of the party in Cameroon, 
France and Great Britain. 


Cameroon, which has French and English as official 
languages, belongs to ihe francophone group and has 
requested to join the Commonwealth. 


Candidates for the various posts must satisfy the set 
criteria of competence, commitment, efficiency, involve- 
ment and exemplary professional conscience, among 
others. 


Traditional chiefs are not allowed to contest for any 
party post while no one is allowed more than one party 
post, the statement said. 


In addition, the candidates must reflect as much as 
possible, all the various ethnic groups of the country, the 
Statement said. 


Central African Republic 


President Kolingba Departs for PRC 15 Apr 


AB1504192890 Bangui Domestic Service in French 
1800 GMT 15 Apr 90 


[Text] President Andre Kolingba and his wife left Bangui 
this morning for the PRC for an official visit. During his 
visit, the head of state, His Excellency General Andre 
Kolingba and his PRC counterpart will [words indis- 
tinct] to ferther strengthen relations between the two 
countries. it will be recalled that the lasi ‘/:sit of the head 
of siate to the PRC took place in (71982) 


Chad 


Rebels Claim Control of Bahai, Tine Near Sudan 
AB1 304150590 Paris AFP in French 1322 GMT 
13 Apr 9 


[Text] Libreville, 13 Apr (AFP}—In a communique 
issued today in Libreville, the Patriotic Movement for 
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the Salvation of Chad [MPST]. led by Colonel Idriss 
Deby. the dissident who was formerly commander in 
chief of the Chadian army. claims that its forces still 
control the towns of Bahai and Tine (in eastern Chad 
along the Sudan-Chad border). 


On 4 April, the High Command of the Chadian National 
Armed Forces [FANT] had said that Bahai and Tine had 
been “recaptured from the Libyan Islamic Legion” fol- 
lowing violent fighting, during which the “Sudano- 
Islamic forces” were “completely destroyed.” The 
Chadian High Command had also claimed to have killed 
730 soldiers of the “Sudano-Islamic forces”, while 315 
others were taken prisoner, but did not give any details 
on its own casualties. 


Apart from Bahai and Tine, the MPST claims in its 
communique to be in control of the towns of Iriba, 
Guereda, and Am Zoer, all in eastern Chad. The com- 
munique says that 2,300 FANT soldiers were killed, 
including El Haj Ahmed Gourou, commander of the 
Presidential Guard. The communique a'so indicates that 
1.800 FANT soldiers were taken prisonez, while 1,300 
others defected to the MPST, notably the Tine com- 
mando company. 


A large consignment of war materiel comprising AML 
armored cars T55, tanks, and Milan firing posts was 
seized, the communique further states. 


The MPST also calls on “friendly countries” not “to 
interfere” in the “Chad-Chad” conflict, and thanked the 
French authorities for “the neutrality observed by cle- 
ments of the forces of the French Operation Spar- 
rowhawk in the region”. 


In conclusion, Mr. Idriss Deby’s movement “calls on the 
valiant Chadian people to rise up” against H.isein Habre’s 
regime “at this very time when the wind of freedom and 
democracy 1s blowing throughout the world.” 


Gabon 


Bongo’s Proposed Party Yielding to National Rally 
AB1304220190 Dakar PANA in French 1233 GMT 
12 Apr 90 


[Text] Libreville, 12 Apr (AGP-GAB/PANA)— 
President Omar Bongo’s idea of creating a Gabonese 
Social Democratic Rally, which has been contested by 
severa’ political and socio-professional movements, 1s 
gradually giving way to a national rally, observers at the 
national conference on the political future of Gabon 
have noted. 


This readjustment came about at the instigation of the 
associations and parties that had agreed to the idea of the 
rally, but which do not want to lose their autunomy, thus 
making the social-democratic idea yield to that of a 
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national rally, which, like the former, will lead to the 
smooth democratization of Gabonese political life. 


This new grouping of political movements ar:d associa- 
tions in favor of the idea of the rally could, according to 
observers, be attractive to some movements that are still 
hostile to the idea of a rally, in which they see a 
reincarnation of the Gabonese Democratic Party (PDG. 
the sole and disguised party still in power) and which 1s 
at the root of all the political, economic, and social 
problems the country has faced during its 22 years of 
absolute power. 


The national rally idea, which surfaced on 10 April, had 
already been proposed by Father Mba Abessolo of the 
National Recovery Movement [Morena] (the Morena 
“lumberjacks”’) in the form of a Wisemen’s Council. He 
later changed his position dui.ng the conference and 
opted for an opposition that is involved in direct nego- 
tiations with the Gabonese heau of state, Mr. Omar 
Bongo 


[Words indistinct] right from the start for a national 
council as a constitutional platform during the transi- 
tonal period which is in charge of monitoring the inarch 
toward a serene and trouble-free democracy. The 
Morena “lumderjacks,” which opted for an independent 
opposition involved in negotiations with the head of 
State, might face some difficulties in making alliances 
with the united front of socio-professional associations 
and political parties, rather than with the parties that 
favor the rally, which he descnite4 as “worn out,” stating 
that it was out of the question to have a “republic with 
two ideais.” 


The Morena lumberjacks will have even more difficul- 
ties negotiating with the head of state, Mr. Omar Bongo, 
who decxled at the opening of the conference to place 
himself above all the political parties within the “rally,” 
sources close to the conference have pointed out. How- 
ever, ‘he leader of the “lumberjacks” still wants to play a 
leading role during this conference by presenting his 
movement as a third force with which one must reckon. 


The political associations opting out of the rally—in 
which the Gabonese Party for Progress of Counsellor 
Agondjo Okawe, the Fundamental Morena of Jeaii- 
Pierre Nzoghe Nguema, and the Gabonese Socialist 
Union led by Dr. Serge Mba, have been playing a leading 
role—have been trying since | 1 April to harmonize their 
positions, in particular over the +ssue of the transitional 
and post-transitional periods, it has been pointed out. 
Apart from this important issue, these political associa- 
tions also discussed the common options of any official 


Opposition. 
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Zaire 


Government Salary Increases Planned for 1 May 


£.41204095890 Bukavu Domestic Service in French 
1630 GMT 11 Apr 90 


[Text] Marshal Mobutu Sese Seko, the People’s Move- 
ment of the Revolution [MPR] founding chairman, and 
president of the Republic, has just decided on the 
readjustment, or rcther, on the increase of state 
employees’ salaries, starting from | May 1990. 


The salary of a doorman [lowest paid state employee] 
will increase from 7,000 to 12,000 zaires, this being an 
increase of 78 percent. The rate of increase for all 
government employees is 55 percent. The increase will 
benefit low grade officials and the noble professions— 
doctors, magistrates, and teachers. 


Concerning students’ allowances, for students of the 
higher education institutes and universities, final year 
students will receive 7,000 zaires: prefinal year students, 
5.000 zaires, and the others 4,000. 


Despite the country’s current difficult situation, the 
MPR founding chairman has therefore decided on a 
higher readjustment than the 1990 budget forecasis 
following the recent negotiations between the National 
Umion of Workers of Zaire [UNTZA] and the party's 
leader, that is the recent consultations between the 
UNTZA and the leader of the party. 


BBC Repor's Anti-Government Demonstrations 


AB1304173090 London BBC World Service in English 
1618 GMT 13 Apr 90 


{From the “Focus on Africa” program] 


[Text] There is apparently mounting unrest in Zaire with 
clandestine political movements increasing the pressure 
on President Mobutu to allow fundamental changes in 
the country. The president has already been taking 
conciliatory measures to avert strikes and has talked of 
change. In spite of that, there have been serious demon- 
strations in Kinshasa, and apparently more are expected 
this weekend. But the Zairian authorities are apparently 
playing it all down. From across the Zaire River in 
Brazzaville, Antoine Muyambala telexed this report: 


[Begir studio announcer recording] The political atmo- 
sphere was tense in Kinshasa today as residents of the 
capital prepared for another demonstration promised for 
tomorrow. According to travelers frota Zaire’s capital, 
the students and others who have called for tomorrow's 
demonstration against President Mobutu’s regime are 
supporters of the opposition Union for Democracy and 
Social Progress. The party is led by Tshisekedi Wa 
Malumba. He is reportedly stili under house arres’ in 
Kinshasa after being released from prison last year. Last 
Saturday {7 April], students took to the streets in anti- 
government demonstrations, and there were a number of 
incidents of stone-throwing at buses and cars. 
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The official Zairous media have been silent about this 
social unrest. However, state television monitored here 
in Brazzaville last night implicitly referred to the unrest 
when it underlined that today and tomorrow are not 
public holidays and that civil servants and other workers 
must turn up for work as usual. 


The state television also announced the decision by 
President Mobutu to increase civil service salaries and 
student grants. According to a television commentary, 
President Mobutu, who has recently undertaken a 
nationwide tour aimed at consulting the population over 
political reforms, 1s due on 24 April to make a major 
speech on what the TV commentary described as the 
profound political upheavals currently sweeping Zaire. 
Developments in Kinshasa over the last few days have 
not affected traffic to and from Brazzaville, and the 
Congolese capital has not been affected by the trouble. 
jend recording] 


Troops, Police Deployed 
AB1404174390 London BBC World Service in English 
1709 GMT 14 Apr 90 


[From the “African News” program] 


[Text] Reports reaching Congo say the Zairian authori- 
ties deployed large numbers of troops and police around 
the capital, Kinshasa, today after calls for another anti- 
government protest. Travelers arriving in the Congolese 
capital, Brazzaville, said demonstrators who turned out 
for a march dispersed of their own accord. 


Pamphlets criticizing President Mobutu have been circu- 
lating in the city and increasing numbers of foreigners are 
reported to be trying to leave Zaire. Last week, cars were 
stoned and buses burned during student protests. The BBC 
West Africa correspondent says Zaire appears to be the 
latest country affected by demands for political change 
now affecting much of French-speaking West Africa. 


Mobutu Preparing ‘Chain of Reforms’ 


AB1404185490 Paris AFP in French 1240 GMT 
14 Apr 9 


[Text] Kinshasa, 14 Apr (AFP)}—President Mobutu its 
working on “a chain of reforms” that will “direct the 
Zaire of tomorrow”. following the two-month popular 
consaltations which he initiated with Zairians at the end 
of January, the official ZAIRIAN PRESS AGENCY, 
AZAP., disclosed, quoting remarks made by the head of 
state. Mr. Mobutu, who has for the past week been in 
Ghadolite (northern Zaire), is expected on 24 April—if 
official media reports are asvthing to go by—to deliver a 
speech which will announce “a complete overhaul of 
Zaire’s political scene.” 


Since the beginning of these popular consultations, tracts 
have been «:‘culating, particularly in K-nshasa, that 
strongly critic + the current regime, including the 
person and pol. «s uf the head of state. These tracts, 
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prepared by unknown groups, have also called on the 
residents of the capital to show their opposition to the 
government on 13, 14, and 15 April. No gathering was, 
however, known to have taken place as we enter the 
Easter weekend. 


Economic problems occupy a very prominent piace 
among the concerns of the people, who have been 
bearing the brunt of the economic crisis effecting the 
country. The head of state has already met part of the 
grievances of workers by decreeing an average 55 percent 
increase in their salaries to offset the increase in the cost 
of living. 


President Mobutu has on several occasions recently 
cautioned the people against “agitators secking to cause 
confusion and disorder in Zaire.” “These tracts and 
insidious writings”, the Zairian president remarked, 
“are merely tall s. ves aimed at disturbing the peace. 
which is a major gain of the Zairian revolution.” 


On Friday, 6 April, which was the eve of the Easter 
holidays, several hundred students and high schooi pupils 
demonstrated in some districts in Ki shasa, according to 
numerous sources in the Zairian capital. During the dcem- 
onst ations, which were dispersed by security forces, four 
buses providing transportation for Kinshasa residents 
were set on fire, these sources confirmed. There has since 
been no further demonstrations in the Zairian capital, 
where a sizeable team of security forces has been deployed 
by the authorities, witnesses observed. 


President Mobutu has repeated called on the population 
“to remain calm and exercise patience.” During his tour 
of the country’s 11 provinces, the president announced 
that the will of the majority will be respected. “We will 
embark on such reforms as the people may demand”, he 
explained, “but this will have to be done in a peaceful 
atmosphere.” In a recent interview granted to a team of 
Belgian pressmen, Marshal Mobutu declared that “the 
reforms could go so far as to introduce a multiparty 
system if the majority of Zairians so demanded.” 


The head of state iias received some 5,000) memoranda 
which summarize the demands and desires of Zairians, 
pariicularly with regard to the functioning of the country's 
institutions. A good number of these “specifications” take 
to task those poiitical organs “which do not funcuon to the 
satisfaction of the people”, according to numerous sources. 
The bishops’ memorandum on the country’s situation— 
which casts severe judgement upon Zaire’s “hybrid” polit- 
ical system, borrowed, according to them, from both 
totalitarianism and liberalism—is one such example. This 
memorandum was described by AZAP as “seditious” and 
was excluded from the documenis registercd by the 
Nationai Bureau of Popular Consultation. 
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President Mobutu To Speak 24 Apr 


AB1604105090 Paris AFP in French 1001 GM7 
16 Apr 90 


fText] Kinshasa, 15 Apr (AFP) [Dardine as received}|— 
Zaire went through a quiet Easter weekend, notably in 
Kinshasa, where no gathering was held despite calls for 
popular demonstrations against the regime which were 
made in tracts, it was observed here on Sunday, 15 April. 
For several weeks now, clandestine tracts have been 
circulating, mainly in the Zairian capital, violently crit- 
icizing the government. The tracts, which the Zainan 
head of state, Marshal Mobutu Sese Scko, considers as 
“mere rubbish aimed at sowing confusion and disorder,” 
had asked the population to demonstrate in the streets 
on 13, 14, and 15 April as 2 way of expressing opposition 
to the Zairian regime. 
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These calls, accompanied by alarmist rumors, gencraicd 
anxiety within the expatriate community in Kinshasa. 
and several ernbassies warned their citizens to be careful. 
A number of foreigners also took advantage of the 
weekend to leave, especially to Congo, Zaire’s neighbor. 
which 1s accessible by the river that serves as a border 
between the two countries. The inhabitants of Kinshasa, 
for their part, went about their normal activities, and 
many of them attended various religious services for 
Easter. In the afternoon, people in the “ngandas™ (Zair- 
ian drinking bars), listened for ihe results of the African 
Club Champions soccer match. 


President Mobutu, who had on several occasion, asked 
Zairians to “remain calm and not to give in to provoca- 
tion,” will on 24 April deliver an address which is keenly 
awaited by the people and in which he could announce 
important polit: cal changes for the country, according to 
the Zairian official media. 


Ethiopia 


President Mengistu \Mleets With U.S. Congressman 


EAi404215790 Addis Ababa in Amharic to Neighboring 
Countries 1600 GMT 14 Apr 90 


[Text] U.S. Congressman Gary Ackerman has said that 
he appreciates the recent policy directive announced by 
the 11th regular plenum of the Workers’ Party of Ethi- 
opia [WPE] Cer ‘ral Committee, which declared political 
and economic changes and was aimed at bringing peace 
to the country. Congressman Ackerman, who is a New 
York representative and head of the Emergency Relief 
Subcommittee of the House Foreign Affairs Committee, 
said this today when he met and held talks with Comrade 
President Mengistu Haile Mariam. 


In his remarks, Congressman Ackerman said that Ethio- 
pia’s policy change, which was aimed at improving the 
political, economic, and social standards of the people, will 
go a long way in guaranteeing an improvement in the lives 
of the people. He said it was his conviction that the steps 
are timely and necessary. Pointing out that the steps and 
efforts carried out by the government of the People’s 
Democratic Republic of Ethiopia are considerable, Con- 
gressman Ackerman noted that the decision is very signif- 
icant for the unity and security of the country. He reiter- 
ated that the U.S. Government and people have given 
weight and support to the issue. Congressman Ackerman 
said that the government’s efforts to combat the drought 
problems in the northern part of Ethiopia are commend- 
able and noted that the United States will continue giving 
its humanitarian support towards this end. 


Comrade President Mengistu talked extensively of Ethi- 
opia’s efforts to safeguard the interests, peace, and 
security of the people and to supply relief aid to famine- 
stricken compatriots, as well as bilateral relations 
between Ethiopia and the United States. 


Present at the ceremony held at the State Council was 
Comrade Tesfaye Dinka, member of the WPE Central 
Committee Political Bureau, deputy prime minister, and 
foreign minister. 


Foreign Minister Returns From UK, PRC, DPRK 


EA1304214290 Addis Ababa in English to Neighboring 
Countries 1550 GMT 12 Apr 90 


[Text] The Ethiopian delegation led by Comrade Tesfaye 
Dinka, alternate member of the Political Bureau of the 
Central Committee of the WPE [Workers Party of Ethi- 
opia], deputy prime minister, and minister of foreign 
affairs, returned here today after paying a working visit 
to Britain, China, and the DPRK. 


In a statement he made on arrival, Comrade Tesfaye said 
that while in London, the delegation held talks with 
various government officials on ways of further strength- 
ening existing Ethiopian-British relations and cooperation. 
Comrade Tesfaye noted that views were exchanged w:th 
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members of the British Parliament, religious leaders, jour- 
nalists, and representatives of other organizations. 


He also stated that the British Government had pledged 
to continue its assistance to alleviate problems caused by 
man-made and natural calamities in Ethiopia. Comrade 
Tesfaye pointed out that during the talks with British 
officials the Ethiopian delegation had proposed that 
future cooperation should not be confined to mitigating 
problems of a temporary nature, but alsc include lasting 
development initiatives. In this regard, the British Gov- 
ernment pledged to give due attention to the matter in 
future. Comrade Tesfaye also stated that views were 
exchanged with potential British investors on the provi- 
sions of the new policy measures adopted by the I Ith 
regular plenum of the Central Committee of the WPE. 


Speaking further on the accomplishments of the delega- 
tion, Comrade Tesfaye noted that appropriate response 
was given to the questions presented by the British 
media and briefings given on the occasion on the cease- 
less efforts being made by the Ethiopian Government to 
peacefully solve the problem in the northern part of the 
country and on the new policy measures. 


Ethiopians residing in London were also eager 10 learn 
about the situation in the country and the new policy 
measures, and were reported to have participated in 
discussions held at the Ethiopian Embassy. 


Comrade Tesfaye stated that the discussion had enabled 
the compatriots both to have faith in their government and 
to satisfy their curiosity about the country’s current reality. 
The Ethiopians were said to have expressed strong wishes 
to see the end of the terror perpetrated by bandits, the 
prevalence of peace, and the transformation of the country 
into a higher level of development. The student partici- 
pants ai the discussion had expressed their preparedness to 
contribute their share both during and after their studies 
for Ethiopia’s unity and development. 


Comrade Tesfaye said that during their visit to the PRC 
and DPRK, the delegation had extensive deliberations 
with ihe counterparts on ways of further strengthening 
Ethiopian ties with those countries. The delegation also 
briefed the officials of the two countries on the current 
situations in Ethiopia. Comrade Tesfaye noted that 
during their stay in the DPRK, the Ethiopian delegation 
delivered a special message of President Mengistu Haile 
Mariam to the country’s leader, Comrade Kim Il-song. 


Comrade Tesfaye said that all the three countries 
expressed the wish that the unity of Ethiopia should be 
preserved and its internal problems solved. To this end, 
the government of the three countries had pledged to 
give the appropriate cooperation when approached. 
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Comrade Tesfaye was welcomed on arrival by Comrade 
Yusuf Ahmad, member of the Central Committee of the 
WPE and vice president of the Council of State. 


Rebels: Pilot Defects With Airplane to PDRY 


EA 1604123790 (Clandestine) Voice of the Broad Masses 
of Eritrea in Tigrinya 0400 GMT 16 Apr 90 


[Excerpt] The pilot of an Ethiopian {ighter aircraft has 
landed in North Yemen [People’s Democratic Republic 
of Yemen, PDRY] and sought political asylum there. 


The pilot was deployed [words indistinct] on 14 April. 
The aircraft, which was loaded with bombs, was a 
Czechoslovak-made L-39. [passage omitted] 


EPRDF Claims Commando Brigade Units ‘Annihilated’ 


EA1504111490 (Clandestine) Voice of the Broad Masses 
of Ethiopia in Amharic 0400 GMT 15 Apr 90 


[Text] The heroic People’s Army of the Ethiopian Peo- 
ple’s Revolutionary Democratic Front [EPRDF], has 
annihilated [words indistinct] 21st Special Commando 
Brigade and two battalions of the 4033d [as heard] 
Commando Brigade, stationed at Kara Kore Town in 
Yifat and Timuga Province [in northern Shewal], a 
drastic action. 


Commando Brigade, Battalions Destroyed 


EA1504214590 (Clandestine) Voice of the Tigray 
Revolution in Amharic to Ethiopia 1500 GMT 
15 Apr 90 


[Text] The heroic popular forces of the Ethiopian People’s 
Revolutionary Democratic Front [EPRDF] instantly 
destroyed the 21st Special Commando Brigade and two 
battalions of the 1033d Commando Brigade, which were 
fortified at Ataye and Kara Kore Towns in Yifat Na 
Timoga Province on the Dese-Addis Ababa road. 


The EPRDF penetrating force, which is the strong arm 
of the oppressed Ethiopian people in their struggle to 
restore peace and democracy, inflicted heavy human and 
materiel losses on the enemy on 12 April. Accordingly, 
721 enemy soldiers were killed, 410 wounded, and 351 
captured. Among those captured are commanders with 
the rank of major. 


In addition to this victory, our heroic army has captured: 
three mortars, 30 medium-sized weapons, 508 light 
rifles, nine RPG's, 19 pistols, a quantity of ammunition 
and shells, seven communications radios, an Israeli- 
made (Motorela) communications radio, and 17 vehi- 
cles. Of the 17 vehicles, 10 were found to belong to 
individuals and were immediately returned to their 
owners. The seven vehicles and the rest of the captured 
materiel have been made the property of our revolution. 
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This is the first time the EPRDF heroic army has carried 
out a devastating offensive in Yifat Na Timuga Prov- 
ince, and the inhabitants of the province have welcomed 
our heroic army enthusiastically. 


On another front, the EPRDF army, which is the strong 
arm of the oppressed people, destroyed the first and 
second battalions of the 91st Brigade of the Eighth Army 
Division, which had fortified a place called Degaga [in 
northern Shewa]. During the fighting, which began at 5 
p.m. in the afternoon [date not given], the commander of 
the Second Battalion, Captain Fikru Kebede, and 151 
Workers Party of Ethiopia soldiers were killed, 223 
soldiers, including Lieutenant Tamene, the political 
commissar of the Second Battalion, were wounded, and 
200 were captured. 


In addition, 260 light weapons, four Bren guns, and three 
RPG's, three communications radios and pistols were 
made the property of the Ethiopian revolution. The 
people of Guguf and Degaga took part enthusiastically in 
this brilliant battle by carrying the wounded, gathering 
captured materiel, and bringing food. 


TPLF Issues Statement on Relief Aid Transport 


EA 1404192890 (Clandestine) Voice of the Tigray 
Revoluiion in Tigrinya to Ethiopia 0445 GMT 
14 Apr 90 


[Tigray People’s Liberation Front, TPLF, Central Com- 
mittee statement regarding the transport of relief supplies] 


[Text] The Voice of America, in a news broadcast on 
[date indistinct] 1990, said, regarding the transport of 
reNef supplies into Tigray, that vehicles loaded with 
relief supplies cannot enter Tigray. They cited aid orga- 
nizations in Ethiopia as their sources. They added that 
the reason the vehicles are not able to enter Tigray is that 
the roads leading into Tigray from Welo region are 
impassable, with most bridges broken, and hence trucks 
are unable to get through. It was also learned that the 
source who confirmed the impassability of the roads 
leading into Tigray is a United Nations road engineer. 


Given that this news comes at a time when drought and 
famine are looming over the people of Tigray—a time 
when they need relief supplies the most, and a time when 
the people of Ethiopia are wondering how to solve the 
famine problems hovering over their compatriots in the 
north—it is necessary for Ethiopia to reveal the truth. 
Hence the TPLF cannot pass over this issue lightly. 


The news that, since the roads are bad, trucks cannot get 
through to Tigray comes as a great surprise to those 
hearing it. It is also completely far from the truth, 
because this road is currently being used continuously by 
heavy trucks. This can be confirmed by people from 
Shire up to Weldiya. This road is the one the Dergue 
used to transport tanks on [word indistinct] vehicles with 
32 whcels until the end of August, 1989. 
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Hence, there could have been no miracle since then, that 
is, after the rains ended. In this respect, trucks in Tigray 
are continuing their use of the road without any diffi- 
culty. To teii the truth, the trucks are using this same 
road by night. This is made necessary by fear of air raids 
by Dergue aircraft. The clear road which is being used by 
trucks at night is the same one being claimed as impass- 
able; this is baseless, if not miraculous. 


The part of the road which is suggested to be giving 
problems is the bridge in Wirgesa, which was destroyed 
by the Dergue. However, even this is being used without 
any problems by trucks loaded with relief supplies. 
Hence, relief supplies in Weldiya are being repeatedly 
[words indistinct]. The trucks have cotinued to transport 
and unload relief supplies up to Alamata. Hence, vehi- 
cles are now transporting relief supplies on that part of 
the road which is suspected of causing problems. 


Why then is the better part of the road from Alamata to 
Tigray said to be immpassable by trucks? A team of 
church organanizations who are supposed to coordinate 
relief supplies have inspected the roads and confirmed 
that the road is passable by trucks. They anticipated that 
trucks with relief supplies would arrive in Mekele on 
Thursday, 12 April. This fact cannot be denied by 
anybody. Hence it is very difficult to believe that some 
great miracle has occurred so soon after the team 
inspected the road and confirmed that relief supplies 
would arrive on Thursday. 


In fact, the people of the area who know the condition of 
the road in the area can testify to its condition for the 
benefit of the Ethiopian people. The road allows trucks 
to travel at night, let alone during the day, and so, if there 
is sufficient goodwill to transport relief supplies into 
Tigray, then it can be done without any problem. This is 
what the Ethiopian people should clearly know. 


All this does not mean that there are no parts of the road 
in need of repair work. Some parts of it do need some 
repairs. If the road is meant to give uninterupted service 
and if the compatriots faced with famine are to be saved, 
then it is necessary urgently to repair the Wirgesa Bridge. 
There is also another part of the road [words indistinct] 
which needs minor repair work. There are also some 
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parts of the road which need to be graded by bulldozers. 
However, all these repairs can be done alongside the 
transport of relief supplies by trucks without any 
problem. 


The major question here is not the issue of whether there 
are roads that need repairing from Wichale to Shire, but 
whether trucks are able to transport relief supplies to 
compatriots suffering from drought and famine in 
Tigray. As has been pointed out earlier, if there is the 
goodwill to supply relief aid to the suffering masses, then 
the relief trucks can get through without any problems. 
In fact the road is currently passable without any prob- 
lems. If we have to repeat it again, these are the facts. In 
this case, what is then the reason for claiming that the 
road cannot be used by relief vehicles? 


The statement that the road is impassable notwith- 
standing, if there is sufficient goodwill for the relief 
supplies to reach the suffering and famine-striken 
people, then it can be done. At a time when famine is 
looming over the people and there is a road that is 
passable without any difficulty—in fact, even if there 
was a road which created problems for trucks, let the 
vehicles become damaged, if that would save people’s 
lives—let them urgently transport relief supplies. 


At a time when the Dergue is threatening truck drivers 
who were supposed to drive the relief vehicles and has 
forced a number of them to resign from their work in a 
bid to stop relief supplies from reaching Welo and 
Tigray, to claim through the media that the road is 
impassable is to condemn the suffering people to death. 
As the Voice of America has stated, if the aid organiza- 
tions or UN engineers have really confirmed that the 
road is impassable, then it is not an exaggeration to say 
that they have abandoned their responsibility of saving 
the lives of the famine victims. 


In conclusion, the TPLF calls upon the aid organizations, 
in line with their agreement, to urgently begin the trans- 
portation of the relief supplies donated by the interna- 
tional community, which were supposed to have arrived 
on 12 April, but which have not yet arrived in Mekele, and 
to carry out their humanitarian responsibilities. 


Issued by the TPLF Central Committee on 13 April 1990. 
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‘Statement of lutent’ on End to Apartheid Expected 


MB1504084090 Johannesburg SUNDAY STAR in 
English 15 Apr 90 p 1 


[By John MacLennan, political correspondent] 


{Text} President de Klerk is expected to make a major 
“statement of intent” this week to scrap all remaining 
apartheid measures. He is also likely to provide fresh 
insights on a new and fair power-sharing deal which the 
National Party [NP] hopes to negotiate. 


Political insiders predict these will provide the main 
thrusts of his address in Parliament which his post comes 
up for discussion for the first time since he became 
President. 


His speech comes at a time of crucial importance—just 
before his talks with the ANC [African National Con- 
gress] and his visit to European leaders—and will have 
great impact, especially as former President Botha con- 
sistently refused to provide a similar undertaking to rid 
the country of racist laws. 


Sources said President de Klerk’s message would have 
the milestone import of his February 2 lifting of the ban 
on the ANC. They said it will earn him international 
backing, increase the momentum of reform and enable 
him to keep the initiative in the current political war of 
nerves. It is also likely to win recognition that the process 
of negotiation is becoming irreversible and push Euro- 
pean countries into a re-appraisal of sanctions. 


Irish Foreign Minister Gerard Collins, who led a EEC 
factfinding mission to South Africa, said sanctions 
would probably be lifted once it became clear there was 
no turning back on the negotiation process and major 
changes had taken place. 


As President de Klerk is a team player, the broad outlines 
of the speech will already have been cleared in his Cabinet 
talks during the recent so-called “bosberaad.” 


A senior MP confirmed the stunning about-face reached 
at this meeting by saying: “We are now telling our 
people—and they accept it—that the next Government 
will be mainly black. The most we can hope to do is to try 
and ensure that it is a good Government and that it 
includes some whites.” 


President de Klerk is expected to both targei apartheid 
and enlist black leaders in negotiating its removal. NP 
sources say this tactical move will provide dividends in 
that the main black leaders have not defined the NP as 
an obstacle to settlement. 


Options to President de Klerk include addressing 
directly last remaining pillars of discrimination, such as 
the Group Areas Act, the Population Registration Act 
and the Land Acts. 


He is expected to express his determination that these 
must go and may even set a deadline of three years or less 
to accomplish this goal. 
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Sources say President de Klerk will not announce a 
unilateral scrapping of apartheid laws because he 
believes the NP and reform will benefit if his negotiating 
partners also receive some political credit for their 
removal. 


Mandela: Thatcher Sanctions Position ‘Disastrous’ 


LD1504 123690 London PRESS ASSOCIATION in 
English 1138 GMT 15 Apr 90 


[By Tony Halpin, PRESS ASSOCIATION, in Soweto] 


[Excerpt] Mrs Thatcher’s decision to ease sanctions on 
South Africa was “absolutely disastrous”, Nelson Man- 
dela said before he left South Africa. In an exclusive 
interview with the PRESS ASSOCIATION at his Soweto 
home on the eve of his visit to Britain, the African 
National Congress [ANC] deputy president ruled out any 
meeting with the prime minister this week. Mr Mandela, 
71, said the ANC’s representative in London had already 
told the government that he would be flying to London 
solely to attend the Wembley Stadium concert in his 
honour on Easter Monday. 


“IT won't be meeting any British politician as far as | am 
aware. This is not to single out Mrs Thatcher,” said Mr 
Mandela. 


“On the contrary, we are keen to improve relations 
between the ANC and the British government and that 
can only be done by, amongst other things, a meeting 
with Mrs Thatcher.” 


Mr Mandela, who arrived in London today, said he was 
looking forwa to his first visit to Britain for 28 years. He 
said it was “very regrettable” that Mrs Thatcher eased 
sanctions without the agreement of the European Com- 
munity. The government said it lifted a voluntary ban on 
new investment in South Africa after Mr Mandela’s 
release in response to President F W de Klerk’s steps on 
the road to reform. Mr Mandela said: “It was regrettable 
that Margaret Thatcher has taken a unilateral action. 


“It doesn’t help and it doesn’t contribute to any solution 
in South Africa and it hardens the attitude of our people 
against the British government. It is absolutely disas- 
trous.”” He said his Wembley message to a worldwide 
television audience, expected to reach one billion people, 
would be the need to maintain sanctions and pressure 
against South Africa. 


Mr Mandela criticized Mrs Thatcher’s planned meeting 
in London next month with the South African president. 
“We condemn that very strongly, nothing has happened 
which calls upon a change of attitude on the part of the 
international community,” he said. His visit to Britain 
comes just two months after his release from 27 years in 
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prison. Speaking at his Soweto home on Saturday, he 
said: “The British people are among our strongest sup- 
porters. Throughout those 27 years they have kept our 
memory alive,” he said. “That has been a tremendous 
inspiration to us, to me and my fellow prisoners, and | 
hope it will then be possible for me next Monday to 
thank the British people directly for the support they 
have given us throughout those years.” He said the 
international pressure on sanctions was brought about in 
order to dismantle apartheid but that had not vet hap- 
pened. “As I have pointed out before, 27 years ago when 
I was in prison, I had no vote, 27 after, I sii!! have no 
vote. Therefore sanctions must be maintained. As far as 
the international community is concerned, | will appeal 
to them to maintain the pressure,” he said. ““We have 
made it clear that pressure must be maintained until an 
agreement has been reached on a new, non-racial and 
democratic constitution for the country.” The ANC’s 
clear aim was One man-one vote as a solution to the 
country’s problems. “We want every South African, 
irrespective of colour, to be able to determine his own 
destiny,” said Mr Mandela. 


Before boarding a British Airways jet at Johannesburg's 
Jan Smuts airport, Mr Mandela met a delegation of 
European Community foreign ministers led by the Irish 
Foreign Minister Gerry Collins. The delegation has been 
on a fact-finding mission for the EC about the political 
situation in South Africa. Mr Mandela said he urged the 
ministers to maintain the pressure of sanctions. “They 
have given us tremendous strength from their support 
and I asked them to maintain sanctions,” he said. Mr 
Mandela admitted that allegations by former ANC mem- 
bres that they were tortured by the organisation were 
true, but immediate steps to discipline those responsible 
had been taken. Mr Collins said the delegation had been 
very encouraged by what Mr Mandela told them during 
the 45 minute meeting. “Our mission is to encourage and 
support all efforts to let negotiations commence,” he 
said. Mr Collins added that the talks next month 
between the South Africa Government and the ANC 
were taking place at the right time in the interests of all 
the people of South Africa. [passage omitted] 


ANC’s Mandela Arrives in UK for Concert 15 Apr 


MB1504072290 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
0721 GMT 15 Apr 90 


[Text] London, April 15, SAPA—ANC [African 
National Congress] Deputy President Nelson Mandela 
and his entourage arrived at London’s Heathrow Airport 
early on Sunday [15 April] morning, but he declined to 
answer any questions at a brief photo-call for waiting 
photographers and TV camera crews. 


Speaking briefly in the VIP lounge after being whisked 
through customs and other formalities, Mr. Mandela 
would only say: 


“It is an honour and a pleasure for me and my delegation 
to be on British soil. 
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“We have always looked forward to this occasion, when 
we can thank the British people for the support they gave 
us in the course of our anti-apartheid struggle.” 


A flurry of questions from newsmen were not responded to. 


Mr. Mandela is to attend a pop concert at Wembley 
Stadium on Monday night in his honour. 


Winnie Mandela Addresses Supporters 


MB 1604145690 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
1434 GMT 16 Apr 90 


[Text] London April 16 SAPA—Mrs Winnie Mandela on 
Sunday [15 April] emerged briefly from the political shell 
she retreated into when her husband Nelson Mandela 
was released in February, to speak at a meeting in 
London and call on anti-apartheid activists to help black 
South Africans “run that last mile to our liberation”. 


Mrs Mandela and her husband arrived in London on 
Sunday to attend an Easter Monday pop concert in 
honour of Mr Mandela. 


Mrs Mandela, known for her fiery speeches and defiance in 
recent years of the South African authorities, retreated into 
the passive role of merely being Mr Mandela’s wife when 
he was released, clearly leaving public politics to him. 


Addressing activists who packed the Brixton Academy in South 
London on Sunday night, Mrs Mandela reportedly said: 


“Standing here I feel I am standing in Soweto. 


“Coming from that inferno of racial hatred, seeing these 
thousands of white faces before me tonight identifying 
with us makes me fell overjoyed. 


“You have identified with our call for sanctions and you 
have carried out demonstrations. 


“Mandela would never have been released from prison if 
it was not for the pressure you exerted on South Africa.” 


Earlier, Mrs Mandela also visited Wembley Stadium 
where the pop concert is to be held, to meet some of the 
stars who will perform. 


Envoy to UK Criticizes BBC Coverage 


MB1404112290 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
1114 GMT 14 Apr 90 


'Text] London, April 14, SAPA—South Africa’s ambas- 
sador to Britain, Mr. Rae Killen, has expressed concern 
to the BBC’s chairman, Marmaduke Hussey, that the 
corporation’s coverage of the Easter Monday Mandela 
pop concert “is in danger of bias.” 


An embassy spokesman confirmed in London on Sat- 
urday that a letter had been sent to Mr. Hussey two days 
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earlier, laying out Mr. Killen’s grounds for concern at the 
prospect of politically biased coverage. 


He added there had been no response from the BBC so far. 


In his letter, Mr. Killen said according to some remarks 
attributed to BBC spokesman, the concert was regarded 
as a musical event, bu! according to others reportedly 
speaking on behalf of the corporation, it would be 
treated as a political and news event. 


“Judging from the programme for the event, we are due to 
hear only partisan views representing and supporting one 
side of the multi-faceted South African political spectrum, 
and the BBC would seem to be in danger of bias.” 


Mr. Killen said he had been surprised to see a full page 
advertisement by the BBC for the concert in the official 
programme “and equally so to hear it suggested that the 
technical facilities for the broadcast have been provided 
free of charge. 


“This amounts in my view to a subsidy for the promoters 
of the event. 


“I do hope that the insoucient comment regarding 
unscripted remarks by performers that we are not 
expecting any problems can be sustained in practice.” 


Mr. Killen added South Africa was “really proving to be 
a meal ticket to the BBC. 


“Apart from the four hours of the concert on BBC2 (TV) 
and Radio |, there is a 25 minute pre-concert pro- 
gramme on Radio |, as well as the first of three pro- 
grammes on South Africa on Radio 4 on April 17. 


“There is surely a need for restraint and balance to be 
exercised,” he said. 


Mandela: ANC Torture Tactics ‘Thing’ of ‘Past’ 


MB1404 185290 Johannesburg Television Service 
in English 1800 GMT 14 Apr 90 


{Text} The European Community [EC] delegation now 
on its way home met with ANC [African National 
Congress] deputy president, Mr. Nelson Mandela, at Jan 
Smuts Airport a short while ago. 


After the meeting, Mr. Mandela said he had informed 
the delegation that intimidation and torture on the part 
of the ANC was a thing of the past. 


He also said that next month’s talks with the government 
had been initiated by the ANC and had been three years 
in the making. 


At his final press conference, delegation leader Mr. 
Gerard Collins said that the purpose of its visit had been 
the promotion of dialogue and the assessment of the 
current political situation with a view to reporting to the 
European Foreign Ministers Council. Confirming his 
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delegation’s total rejection of apartheid and the estab- 
lishment of a nonracial South Africa, he said that the 
atmosphere here was conducive to talks. He also 
expressed the hope that next month's talks between the 
government and the ANC would take place as scheduled. 
Those talks, he said, might be a first step in encouraging 
the EC to reconsider its stance on sanctions and did not 
rule out the possibility of similar visits in the future. 


Mandela Meets EC Delegation 


MB1404211790 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
2051 GMT 14 Apr 90 


[By Joan Fubbs] 


[Text] Johannesburg, April 14, SAPA—The African 
National Congress [ANC] had taken immediate steps to 
stop further torture by some of its security members and 
it hoped the South African Government would act as 
quickly in addressing the allegations of torture directed 
against its security forces, ANC Deputy President Mr. 
Nelson Mandela said on Saturday. 


He was addressing the media after meeting with the 
European Community troika delegation in the interna- 
tional VIP conference room at Jan Smuts Airport on 
Saturday evening. 


The EC troika—Ireland, Italy and France—have been 
speaking to leaders of all the major political organisa- 
tions in South Africa. 


“The ANC is against torture and any form of coercion in 
order to extract information from those who are sus- 
pected of having broken the laws and regulations which 
they are required to obey. 


“But unfortunately it is true that some of these people 
who are complaining were in fact tortured but once the 
ANC became aware of these malpractices immediate 
steps were taken to discipline those who were guilty of 
torturing other people. And the leaders of the camp were 
also immediately dismissed.” 


He said the immediate action of the ANC to address the 
malpractices in the camps again underlined the differ- 
ence between the ANC and the government. 


“We took steps to ensure these things did not happen 
again but as you know large numbers of our people have 
been tortured and killed by the government and they are 
still being tortured today despite all our protests and 
solid evidence we have produced to show that people 
have been killed by torture.” 


He said he wanted to make it clear that the allegations 
were not directed against the ANC or himself but against 
the security department of the ANC. 


Mr. Mandela said he had stressed to the EC the need for 
maintaining sanctions. 


“I supported my request for sanctions by pointing out 
that 27 years ago when I was jailed | could not vote. | 


14 REPUBLIC OF SOUTH AFRICA 


have come back after 27 years in prison and I still cannot 
vote. Therefore nothing has happenev to justify a review 
of the strategies which we have adopted generally and in 
particular on the question of sanctions.” 


Turning to negotiations Mr. Mandela said he made it quite 
clear to the EC troika that the forthcoming may negotiations 
between the ANC and the government were taking place at 
the initiative of the ANC and not the government. 


“We have been trying to urge the government, over the 
last three years to meet the ANC and they have eventu- 
ally yielded to that pressure.” 


Mr. Mandela and his entourage flew out on a regular BA 
[British Airways] flight from Jan Smuts [Airport] to London 
to attend the Easter Monday concert in his honour. 


Johannesburg TV Cites Mandela 


MB1504190990 Johannesburg Television Service 
in Afrikaans 1800 GMT 15 Apr 90 


[Text] ANC [African Nationa! Congress] Deputy President 
Nelson Mandela arrived in London early this morning on 
his first visit to the United Kingdom since 1962. 


Shortly before his departure from South Africa, afler 
meeting with the visiting European Community delega- 
tion, he admitted that renegade members of the ANC 
had been tortured by this organization: 


[Begin Mandela video recording, in English] It is true that 
some of these people who are complaining were in fact 
tortured. Once we discovered that some malpractices were 
going on, and, in this particular case the torturing of 
individuals, v « immediately took steps and made sure that 
these things do not happen again. [end recording] 


Former ANC Detainees Write Mandela ‘Open Letter’ 


MB1604 104690 Umtata Capital Radio in English 
1000 GMT 16 Apr 90 


[Text] Five ex-ANC [African National Congress) 
detainees at present taking refuge in Kenya have written 
an open letter to Nelson Mandela. The five have 
appealed to Mandela to he'y them in bringing to justice 
the ANC (office) who toriuired them. They made the 
allegations to the Sunday CORRESPONDENT news. 
paper last week, and Mandela confirmed their claims 
were true before leaving for London on Saturday. He 
said, however, immediate steps had been taken to disci- 
pline those responsible. 


The open letter drafted by ex-detainees (Amos Maxongo) and 
(Chego Molefe) rejected the suggestion justice had been done. 
They say torture of dissidents is still going on. The ex- 
detainees say they remain loyal to the spirit of the ANC, and 
call on Mandela to set up an inquiry into their mistreatment. 
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Nelson Mandela Addresses Youth Congress 13 Apr 


MB 1304144390 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
1406 GMT 13 Apr 90 


[By Jonathan Rees] 


{Text} Likasi Kangwane April 13 SAPA—ANC [African 
National Congress] Deputy President Mr Nelson Man- 
dela praised KaNgwane Chief Minister Enos Mabuza in 
his keynote address at the SA [South African] Youth 
Congress [SAYCO] National Conference which opened 
in KaNgwane on Friday. 


Mr Mandela described Chief Minister Mabuza as a 
“man of a special type” who from the earliest days 
recognised the ANC as the main leader of blacks and 
frequently traveled to Lusaka to consult the ANC when 
most homeland leaders “had tails between their legs”. 
He complimented him on his work in educating people 
and aligning them with the views of the “vanguard party 
of the striggle”. 


Mr Mandela, however criticized homeland leader who 
made decisions without consulting their people. 


Up to 1,500 youth delegates from about 700 congresses 
nationally are in kaNgwane for the SAYCO congress— 
representing over 1.5 million people. 


Mr Mandela said it was not ANC policy to condemn 
chiefs in the homelands, adding it would be difficult for 
the ANC to take root in rural areas without the co- 
operation of the chiefs. 


“Those who say we have nothing to do with the chiefs do 
not know ANC policy. They are our traditional leaders.” 


The government had succeeded in pushing through 
homeland policy by recognising the ANC weakness in 
rural areas, Mr Mandela said. 


He warned, however, if a chief was a tyrant and made 
decisions on behalf of his people he would come to a 
“tragic end”. 


‘We are not prepared to have the Mangope’s 
(Bophuthatswana chief minister) in this country. 


“Anyone giving orders without respecting the wishes of 
his people...that man is heading for disaster,” the ANC 
leader said to thunderous applause from the congress. 


He appealed to people not to be hostile to traditional 
leaders because the ANC wanted them to join the struggle. 


“Let us welcome them with open arms on the condition 
they recognise their mistakes and settle previous prob- 
lems with their people,” he said. 
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Mr Mandela expressed pleasure at the presence of sev- 
eral white delegates at the congress, notably two Cuban 
visitors and members of the National Union SA Stu- 
dents (NUSAS). 


Other foreign delegates were from the U.S. Young 
Socialists Alliance and Swedish ruling party Social Dem- 
ocrats Youth League. Two delegates from the predomi- 
nantly Afrikaans Youth for SA (Jeugkrag) also attended. 


Many whites were joining the ANC, he said, and 
appealed to all whites to rject all efforts by the right wing 
to polarise the population. 


“We will do all in our power to ensure whites do not fear 
a future non-racial democratic South Africa.” 


He warned Conservative Party leader Dr Andries Treu- 
nicht—“You will be defeated by the people of South 
Africa, black and white”. 


Negotiations did not mean an end to the struggle, and 
repeated the reasons for the suspension of the talks with 
government previously scheduled for April 11. 


“By suspending talks the ANC signalled to the government 
we would not take lying down such as brutal attack on our 
people (police shooting of demonstrators at Sebokeng). 


“If President de Klerk has his arms folded while police 
and right-wing vigilants shoot our people then there is no 
future for negotiations.” 


He said the government was doing very little to “reign in 
the police who look at every grievance and demonstra- 
tion as an act of war”. 


Police had never opened fire on white demonstrators, and 
if they did there would be a national uprising, he said. 


UDF [United Democratic Front] Assistant General Sec- 
retary Mr Mohammed Valli Moosa told the congress 
SAYCO was unequalled in Africa as a youth organisa- 
tion with its sophisticated national and regional leader- 
ship and organisation. He outlined changes in strategy 
discussed at the UDF national workshop last weekend— 
noting government had a monopoly on power as they 
moved towards negotiations. He said the liberation 
movement must covert that to a “dual monopoly”. 


He said the credibility of the government under President 
F.W. de Klerk had risen sharply internationally through 
his reforms and release of prominent leaders from prison. 
Government's gains may mean losses for the liberation 
movements as the increase in mass action leads to internal 
problems like the Natal violence and conflicts within 
communities. This needed to be assessed. 


The liberation movement and its organisations had to 
resume intensive grassroots “door to door work” to 
monitor and guarantee continued support, he said. 


On the issue of land he said the UDF were planning to 
identify unused land owned by government and occupy 
it in order to begin agricultural and other projects. 
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The UDF would continue to exist in a transitional phase 
until the national conference of the ANC on December 
16. During this period the UDF would be tran: formed, 
and joint AND/SACP [South African Communist 
Party/COSATU [Congress of South Afrcan Trade 
Unions|/UDF structures would be developed so “allies 
in the liberation struggle could contribute to the struggle 
harmoniously”. 


EC Delegate Stresses Need To Maintain Sanctions 


MB1304 134490 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
1255 GMT 13 Apr 90 


[Text] Johannesburg April | 3 SAPA-——The EC hoped to 
persuade all groups and all political parties that they had 
a responsibility to bring about change without further 
violence, leader of the EC delegation, !rish foreign min- 
ister Mr Gerard Collins said in Johannesburg on Friday 


Our meeting with leaders from such opposing camps as 
the Conservative Party and the Pan-Africanist Congress 
is motivated by a desire to ensure that all political groups 
in South Africa realise that it is their responsibility to 
bring about change.“ 


hie said only a commitment from every group in South 
4frica would build a new non-racial South Africa. 


“The EC is committed to the elimination of apartheid 
and will maintain sanctions until irreversible changes are 
implemented.” 


On the allegation by the Pan-Africanist congress that the 
funds of the Kagiso Trust were distributed in favour of 
the ANC [African National Congress] and its followers 
Mr Collins said the European Community delegation 
only heard of this situation informally on Good Friday 
and were looking into the maiter. 


“The Kagiso Trust was established to help the victims of 
apartheid and the European Community is just one of its 
benefactors. Naturally we are concerned that the funds 
are distributed in accordance with the aims of the trust,” 
Mr Collins said. 


The Kagiso Trust is concerned with aid to the victims of 
apartheid on a broad educational front. 


He said the EC hoped that the courageous first steps taken 
by state President Mr (F.W.) de Klerk would be followed 
up by radical legislative moves to eradicate apartheid. 


Mr Collins said the EC delegation would be making an 
unscheduled visit to Soweto so that those members of the 
delegation who had not before visited the township on 
the outskirts of Johannesburg could do so. 
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Pik Botha Receives Namibian Foreign Minister 
MB1604 144690 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
1435 GMT 16 Apr 90 


[Text] Pretoria April 16 SAPA—The Namibian minister of 
foreign affairs, Mr Theo-Ben Gurirab, called on his South 
African counterpart, Mr Pik Botha, at the state guest house 
in Pretoria on Monday [16 April], SABC [South African 
Broadcasting Corporation] radio news reports. 


Mr Gurirab, who was accompanied by his wife, was 
received by Mr Botha, officials of his department, and 
the South African representative-designate to Namibia, 
Mr Riaan Eksteen. 


Mr Gurirab and his wife leave for the United States on 
Monday evening. 


Buthelezi Issues Statement on Meeting EC Group 


MB1404110190 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
1005 GMT 14 Apr 90 


[Statement issued by KwaZulu Chief Minister Mango- 
suthu Buthelezi’s Office in Ulundi on 14 April; from 
SAPA’s PR Wire Service] 


[Text] 14 April 1990 Durban Saturday [dateline as 
received] Dr. Mangosuthu Buthelezi said here today that 
the international community should now accept that 
change was inevitable in South Africa [SA] and demand 
the ending of black-on-black violence. 


In a memorandum for his meeting with the EEC delega- 
tion, the KwaZulu chief minister and Inkatha president 
expressed grave fears for the success of negotiations 
unless the levels of violence were lowered. 


National negotiations about the country’s constitutional 
future could not take place unless all parties were free to 
seek mandates from the people and return to them for 
ongoing consultations, he said. 


The European Community should accept that apartheid 
was doomed—there was no possibility of the National 
Party going back on its promised reforms, and local and 
world forces favoured a negotiated settlement. 


“We should put prejudice and fear aside and get on with 
the business of negotiations.” 


Dr. Buthelezi referred to the difference between the 
ANC’s [African National Congress] and Inkatha’s pre- 
negotiations positions. He and Inkatha saw the need for 
negotiations to take the form of a process, whereas the 
ANC looked at the need for a “watershed event” m« 
momentous than anything the state president | 
already created. 


“The prime event the ANC is looking for,” he said, “is 
the laying down of power by the ruling National Pariy, 
whereas Inkatha says that change is inevitable, that 
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apartheid is doomed and that there 1s, no fear of the SA 
Government reneging on its commit ment to change. 


“We have therefore nothing to fear by adopting an 
approach in which radical change will be legislated into 
position. The ANC wants the government to lay down 
power and to hand over power to a Namibia-type 
interim government which would pla: midwife to a new 
constitution. 


“While South Africa will resist this approach with the 
utmost vigour because it fans fears. For me, more impor- 
tantly, this approach has the severe disadvantage of not 
seeking black/white reconciliation in the process of eradi- 
cating apartheid and establishing a new constitution. 


“For me, if we are not reconciled now during this final 
phase of eradicating apartheid, whoever governs subse- 
quently will do so over an unreconciled South Africa and 
will have to use coercion instead of persuasion. 


“The international community should now recognise 
that change is inevitable and demand the cessation of 
black-black hostilities.” 


Dr. Buthelezi commented here that the international 
community had “not infrequently” added to the inten- 
sity with which blacks had been confronting blacks in 
South Africa. 


The EEC, for instance, had been sending millions a year 
to South Africa for projects which it saw as positive—but 
the money had in fact ended up supporting things which 
heightened black-on-black confrontations. 


As an example, he cited the case of a Durban-based 
newspaper, the NEW AFRICAN, which was supported 
by the EEC-funded Kasigo Trust pro-ANC publication 
which has taken on the role of being a propaganda piece 
against Inkatha.* 


[Issued] Chief Minister's Office, Roy Rudden 


ANC’s Motsoaledi Comments on Armed Struggle 


MB1604 143390 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
1416 GMT 16 Apr 90 


{Text} Jane Firs April 16 SAPA—Government wanted 
talks with the ANC [African National Congress] because 
it had been “shaken militarily”, ANC stalwart Elias 
Motsoaledi told a rally near Groblersdal in the northern 
Transvaal on Saturday [14 April]. 


Speaking Phokoane village, his birthplace 66 years ago, 
r Motsoaledi said it was not appropriate for the ANC 
abandon the armed struggle while the government's 

SADF [South African Defense Force] was still armed. 


He also called for an intensification of the liberation 
struggle, saying people should fear deceit rather than blood. 
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Mr Motsoaledi, a militant former Umkhonto we Sizwe 
[Spear of the Nation] (ANC armed wing) commander in 
Johannesburg, called on youth to gain education to 
further militant ideals. 


“To shoot down the enemy’s aircraft you need mathe- 
matical knowledge, so get into the class rooms and learn 
military science,” he said. 


Mr Motsoaledi appealed to ANC supporters not to be 
hostile to chiefs. Chiefs who were not members of the 
ANC-supporting Congress of Traditional Leaders of SA 
(CONTRALESA) should be educated politically until 
they were won over by the people. 


He said the ANC welcomed homeland leaders who were 
sympathetic to their peoples’ demands, because they had 
been brought away from “the enemy”. 


The homeland leaders who recently refused to meet 
President F.W. de Klerk for talks had done so because 
the ANC had told them not to go. Speaking at the same 
rally UDF [United Democratic Front] Publicity Secre- 
tary and ANC official Patrick Lekota condemned organ- 
isations who criticized ANC strategy. 


Sisulu Protests Angolan Soldiers in Natal 


MB1504154890 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
1508 GMT 15 Apr 90 


[Text] Johannesburg April 15 SAPA—The chairman of 
the ANC’s [African National Congress] interim leader 
corps, Mr Walter Sisulu, came out very strongly on 
Sunday against reports that the SADF’s [South African 
Defense Force] 32 battalion would be deployed in strife- 
torn Natal. 


He told SAPA 32 Battalion was “a unit consisting mainly 
of notorious Angolan civil war soldiers and mercenaries 
from other European countries.” 


“[t is unbelievable that the government of the minister of 
defence (Gen Magnus Malan) could have decided to 
choose such a unit for the purpose of keeping peace in 
the Natal region. 


“We cannot but protest very strongly bout such an 
action. We are sure that their presence wi ! aggravate the 
situation instead of bringing peace.” 


Mr Sisulu said information available to the ANC was 
that people in the area were “gravely disturbed” by the 
presence of 32 battalion. 


“We call on the minister of defence to withdraw 32 
battalion as soon as possible,” he said. 


An SADF spokesman said in reply to Mr Sisulu’s claim 
that the battalion he referred to were nc yet in Natal. 


“The reason for the choice of people whe had fought in 
Angola is the fact that they are neutral and do not have 
affiliations which could be seen to side with factions 
involved in the unrest in Natal. 
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“Earher, accusations were made that black policemen 
were taking sides in the Natal unrest. The Angolans are 
completely impartial, and arc presently undergoing ori- 
entation briefings,” the spokesman said. 


The spokesman added Mr Mandela had been in favour 
in bringing in impartial troops to Natal to try and end 
the unrest that has killed more than 500 people since the 
beginning of the year. 


Forces Raid Natal Homes, Confiscate Arms 


MB1504172990 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
1729 GMT 15 Apr 90 


[Text] Pietermaritzburg April 15 SAPA—A combined 
SA [South African] Police and SA Defence Force [SADF] 
task force carried out house to house raids in a number 
of areas around Pietermaritzburg from early Thursday 
[12 April] morning, confiscating unlicensed and home- 
made guns and making several arrests, police and the 
SADF confirmed on Sunday. 


Col Johann Swanepoel, officer commanding Group 9, 
said the purpose of the operation was to root out 
criminals and instigators of violence. 


Li-Col Steve van Rooyen, of the SA Police Public 
Relations Division in Pretoria, said a regular anti-crime 
operation was underway in the area and details of the 
operation would only be made known after it was 
concluded on Tuesday. 


14 Apr Press Review on Current Problems, Issues 
MB1404093090 


[Editorial Report] 


SATURDAY STAR 


Squatters Need Economic Solutions—* As long as there is 
a chronic housing shortage, squatting will be an inevi- 
table fact of South Africa life. Like everything else to do 
with apartheid, established government methods of 
treating squatters have failed abysmally for they have 
never addressed the real cause of it all,” asserts the 
Johannesburg SATURDAY STAR in English on 14 
April in a page 10 editorial. Economic solutions must be 
sought, “not at the end of bulldozers—which were in 
action in the Cape again this week.” “All that squatters 
anywhere have ¢ ver asked for is the chance to play a part 
in society, and to jave secure roots. Apartheid politics 
saw that they got neither, and South Africa got thousands 
of restless, indigent, violent people in return.” 


Negotiations Painful, Rewarding—*! am quite sure that 


May 2 will turn out to be no better nor worse than any 
other day,” opines Joe Latakgomo in his “Write On!” 
column on the same page. Both the government and the 
African National Congress [ANC] “will be promoting 
the interests of their own constituencies. Of course, the 
talks on that day will simply be a matter of clearing the 
many obstacles. Chief of these is that the ANC must 
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realise that the government ts still the all-powerful adver- 
sary.” The ANC “knows that it has to be able to deliver, 
purely because its Own supporters have gained the 
impression that uhuru [freedom] is around the corner, 
and all that is required is a final push to victory.” De 
Klerk’s problem “is the opposite side of the same coin, 
for whites will be watching him like a hawk. He dares not 
be seen to be giving without receiving. It is perhaps this 
contradiction which makes the May 2 talks so inter- 
esting. But then it 1s also a necessary contradiction, as 
what is called ‘strife of opposites’ can often solve what 
seems to be a difficult and impossible situation. Having 
now discovered this great tool, talking to each other, 
maybe there is still hope for us. Negotiations may be a 
painful exercise, but the results could be rewarding and 
make the pain worthwhile.” 


TRANSVALER 


Polarization ‘Dangerous Thing’—"It has always been a real 
danger, but now that physical protest has become that 
much more visible, people involved and party leaders who 
publicly approve and encourage it must consider the 
implications carefully,” warns a page 8 editorial in Johan- 
nesburg TRANSVALER in Afrikaans on 9 April. “We 
witness the symptoms of old and deep-seated fears with the 
establishment and mobilization of so-called white vigi- 
lante groups. This ts not unusual in a country with a 
population composition like South Africa's. Attitudes have 
suffered, tolerance is diminishing, and people who feel 
threatened want to do what is necessary to protect lives 
and property. The African National Congress’ [ANC] 
continued talk of the ‘struggle’, threats about the notorious 
street committees, and political murders do not help calm 
feelings. But, polarization, whether deliberately inspired 
by, inter alia, statements by the Afrikaner Resistance 
Movement due to fear, is a dangerous thing.” “Therefore, 
black militant elements must note white reaction to their 
deeds. Having said that, we mus! emphasize equally 
strongly that inciting and mobilizing white protest cannot 
be condoned.” 


ANC Intimidation Denials ‘Laughable’—“The ANC can 
no longer hide the truth: It is busy trying to eliminate all 
other black political groups in an attempt to emerge as the 
sole representative of blacks during negotiations for a new 
South Africa,” observes a second editorial on the same 
page. “That Mandela had the audacity to phone Reverend 
Allan Hendrickse snd ask him not to attend last week's 
talks with the state president exposes the ANC’s whole 
Strategy and makes the intimidation denials laughable.” 
“Against such a background, it begins to seem logical to us 
that reform-minded whites and Dr. Buthelezi’s Inkatha 
should join forces. The existence of such a powerful 
grouping across the color line has now become necessary. 
Perhaps then other nonwhite leaders, like Rev. Hen- 
drickse, vill feel confident enough to protest publicly 
against the ANC’s blackmail.” 
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Afrikaans Schools Not ‘Battlefields'—* Minister Piet Clase 
this weekend once again asked that politics not be actively 
conducted at schools, as the law does not permit this,” 
notes a page 8 editorial in TRANSVALER on 10 April. 
“The old temptation wf political involvement in Afrikaans 
education gained a new dimension since the early ‘80's. 
With the formation of the Conservative Party, the political 
divisions soon filtered through to the schools.” “It 1s a fact 
that strong political sentiments prevail in and around 
education and that the divisions there are just as sharp. It 
could hardly be otherwise under the present circum- 
stances. But, this situation notwithstanding, it cannot be 
allowed that Afrikaans schools be turned into political 
battlefielc's. lt would only make matters worse not only for 
the ministers concerned but ziso for the management of 
education in all its facets, not to mention that the encour- 
agement of negative attitudes among schoolchildren can 
only lead to further polarization, reproach, mistrust, and 
the like. It is against this background that Minister Clase’s 
latest warning must be seen.” 


DIE BURGER 


Government's Natal Decisions Not Unilater:‘—* Nelson 
Mandela's accusation that the government «ted unilat- 
erally in increasing security action in Natal’s » .resi areas 
is unfounded,” declares a page 16 editorial in Cape 
Town DIE BURGER in Afrikaans on 4 April. “Mandela, 
at a Pietermaritzburg news conference, protested that 
the government had not sought the opinion of ‘experi- 
enced’ local pro-ANC leaders before implementing the 
new Natal security measures. Any government worth its 
salt would have stepped into Natal to end the human 
slaughter and destruction of property. Perhaps some 
local leaders oppose such action?” “The government 
certainly did not act unilaterally. There had already been 
urgent pleas from black leaders, as well as from leftist 
organizations, like the Black Sash, that more troops be 
sent to act as a buffer between the warring factions.” 


BEELD 


UDF, ANC Unfamiliar With True Democracy’—‘'lt is 
no surprise the United Democratic Front [U DF] plans to 
expand its support among whites,” observes a page 14 
editorial in Johannesburg BEELD in Afrikaans on |! 
April. “However, if it expects significant white support, 
both this organization and the ANC will have to make 
far-reaching adjustments since some of their present 
views make them unacceptable to the vast majority of 
whites and many nonwhites. The ANC’s unwillingness to 
foreswear violence as a means of changing South Africa 
is one of them.” “How can the UDF expect increasing 
white support if it clings to the ANC’s obdurate eco- 
nomic policy of nationalization, a system that has not 
succeeded anywhere in the world? No, if the UDF is 
serious about gaining wider support across the color line, 
it and the ANC will have to come down from their 
castles in the sky. True democracy has certain pillars 
with which the UDF and the ANC apparently are not yet 
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familiar. Until they achieve new insight, their white 
support will remain confined to a few radicals.” 


16 Apr Press Review 
MB 1604083590 


[Editorial Report] 


SUNDAY STAR 


Means Freedom To Differ—‘“The Killing 
Fields have finally come to South Africa, and we are all 
the poorer for that. The way things are going you could 
think the Four Horsemen of the Apocalypse are already 
on the loose and Armageddon is upon us,” states Jon 
Qwelane in his “Just Jon” column on page 13 of the 
Johannesburg SUNDAY STAR in English on 15 April. 
““Madness continues in Natal, where ideological intoler- 
ance 1s the order and might is right.” “White South 
Africa is not doing too badly in the violence stakes, 
either. Rightwingers are exhorting their following to 
arms, and talks freely and loosely and very dangerously 
about taking the country over by force.” “The irony is 
that we are all clamouring for a ‘democratic’ future 
South Africa, but will just not learn that democracy is 
about the freedom to differ. We zealovsly believe that if 
one 1s not with us, they are against us. Any birth is bound 
to have a measure of pain, and our changing society is no 
different. If what we are experiencing right now is the 
beginning of the end of our problems, and not the end of 
the beginning, we can only be thankful ~ 


SUNDAY TIMES 


Johannesburg Coalition ‘No Bad Thing’—‘The signifi- 
cance of political goings-on in the Johannesburg City 
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Council stretches well beyond the precincts of City Hall 
in South Africa's biggest city. Could it be that we are 
seeing, in miniature, the beginnings of a process that will 
slowly spread throughout white politics?” asks the 
Johannesburg SUNDAY TIMES in English on 15 April 
in a page 16 editorial. The National Party's “best and 
brightest” “are cheerfully sharing power with the best 
and the bright<st from tne opposition. In effect, after 
years of rigid, unimaginative machine politics,” “Johan- 
nesburg has a verligte [enlightened] coalition in charge.” 
“Johannesburg may well be the first public manifesta- 
tion of something that is taking place nationwide: a 
realignment that unites people according to principles 
rather than outdated party lines.” “The pattern began 
emerging in opinion polls since last year’s election, and it 
was Only a matter of time before it found expression in 
public forums.” “Frankly, it would be highly surprising 
if the same thing did not start happening at a national 
level. And no bad thing.” 


THE STAR 


Prison System Needs Improvement—"lIf the level of a 
society can be judged by the state of its prisons, South 
Africa has little to rejoice about,” declares the Johannes- 
burg THE STAR in English on 16 April in a page 8 
editorial. The prisons are “a time bomb waiting to 
explode.” The daily jail population and the 72 percent 
rate of recidivism are “very high by world standards.” 
“The Department of Prisons tries its best to rehabilitate 
offenders. Clearly it needs to do better.” “If South Africa 
is to recuce its prison population in the short term, the 
authorities need to examine seriously whether it is really 
necessary to jail people for nonviolent crime.” “ Alterna- 
tive forms of sentencing must be considered,” because 
“straight imprisonment is not killing crime.” 
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\ngola 


Commentary Discourages UNITA ‘Bad Faith’ on Talks 


MB1404205790 Luanda ANGOP in Portuguese 
1950 GMT 14 Apr 90 


[Commentary] 


[Text] [no dateline as received] UNITA’s [National 
Union for the Total Independence of Angola] decision to 
recognize the Angolan state “based on the Alvor agree- 
ments” 1s a new phenomenon that must be viewed with 
some reservations in the present process to resolve the 
Angolan conflict peacefully. 


These reservations stcm from the fact that UNITA 
continues to refer to historic events that are no longer of 
any significance and to use aggressive and threatening 
language that betrays its so-called peaceful intentions. 


In any case, minimum conditions have begun to emerge 
that will bring about direct contacts with this group. 
based on principles the People’s Republic of Angola has 
been proposing for a long time now. 


The secret contacts, expected to take place during the 
first phase, must define the political foundations for an 
effective cease-fire that will bring about the realization of 
other aspects contained in the Angolan Government's 


peace plan. 


Direct contact between the two conflicting sides, the 
result of the Angolan Government's concrete initiatives 
before the governments of the United States, South 
Africa, and Portugal, should also result in a total cessa- 
tion of foreign interference that artificially sustains the 
Angolan conflict. 


The United States, in particular, has a moral and polit- 
ical obligation to cease immediaicly supplying UNITA 
with large quantities of highly-sophisticated war mate- 
riel, channelled through the neighboring territory of 
Zaire. 


As a matter of fact, at a time when the the Angolan 
Government has continued to embark on the peace 
pro. ess in Angola, the US. involvement and connivance 
of certain African countries is only complicating and 
delaying the search for an Angolan solution to the 
conflict. 


Foreign interference, for example, has led UNITA to 
continue relying on its super-powerful protector and to 
express openly its close ties with the most radical Portu- 
guese rightist sectors and those that were mostly 
involved in the colonial war. 


In this context, it would be more logical to find a 
responsible African country that could be accepted by 
both parties for the first contacts, instead of Portugal, as 
proposed by UNITA. These first contacts could even be 
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held in the People’s Republic of Angola, as has already 
been suggested by the Angolan foreign minister. 


However, 4"! hav. xg been said, what is most important 1s 
that this tine the peace process should not be deceived 
with subterfuges and bad faith to enable the Angolan 
people to hope truly for peace, which they deserve and 
have desired for for a long time. 


ANGOP Cites Congo TV on End to Mobutu Mediation 


MB1404 195390 Luanda ANGOP in Portuguese 
1940 GMT 14 Apr 90 


[Text] Brazzaville, 14 Apr (ANGOP)}—Congolese televi- 
sion said on 13 April Zairian President Mobu'a Sese 
Seko was disqualified as mediator in the Angolan peace. 


This observatior comes after a statement by Angolan 
Deputy Foreign Minister Venancio de Moura on forth- 
coming direct contacts between the government and 
UNITA [National Union for the Total Independence of 
Angola], in Portugal. 


Envoy to USSR's Comments on Peace Talks Cited 


MB/1404 103290 Luanda Domestic Service 
in Portuguese 0600 GMT 14 Apr 90 


[Text] In Moscow recently, Bernardo de Sousa, Angola's 
ambassador to the USSR, gave details of the new steps 
taken by the Angolan party and government = ithe 
context of the ongoing peace process. Interviewed by 
Radio Moscow, the Angolan diplomat said that Ango's's 
political and military situation has changed radically ana 
is NOW More positive. 


Bernardo de Sousa added that the decreasing interfer- 
ence in the domestic affairs of Angola and the recogni- 
tion of the legitimacy and institutions of the Angolan 
state as well as UNITA’s [National Union for the Total 
Independence of Angola] willingness to negotiate with 
the Angolan Government without preconditions have 
created new conditions around the peace process. 


Mozambique 


MNR Announces Unilateral Easter Cease-Fire 


MB1 304164090 Blantyre Domestic Service 
in English 1600 GMT 13 Apr 90 


{[Tex*’ Mozambican Renamo [Mozambique National 
Resistance, MNR] guerrillas have announced that they 
will observe a two-day Easter cease-fire from about dawn 
tomorrow to about dawn next Monday [16 April]. 


In a statement issued in Lisbon, Renamo urged the 
Mozambican Government to observe the cease-fire also. 
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Chissano Explains Choosing Malawi for Talks 


MBI 304194390 Maputo in English to Southern Africa 
1800 GMT 13 Apr 90 


[Excerpt] President Chissano has said that Mozam- 
bique’s choice of Malawi as a venue for the envisaged 
peace talks with MNR [Mozambique National Resis- 
tance] Icaders was because Malawi also wanted peace in 
Mozambique. 


President Chissano tuld a news conference at the end of 
his visit to Portugal that MNR leaders also traveled 
through Malawi when they go to Europe. 


He also said it was in Malawi that the MNR gang 
(intervenes) to journalists. The Mozambican leader said 
therefore [words indistinct] in Malawi in that the 
country was close to Mozambique. He said this prox- 
imity would serve to minimize expenses involved in 
traveling. 


He said consultations with [words indistinct] however, 
President Chissano said the MNR had its reasons for 
choosing another venue. He said the Mozambican Gov- 
ernment will analyze those reasons. 


The Mozambican head of state said the mediators, President 
Mugabe, of Zimbabwe, and Daniel arap Moi, of Kenya, were 
making contacts. He said contacts must be made with them to 
know what was going on. [passage omitted] 


Namibia 


Nujoma Comments on Economic Cvpendence on RSA 


MB1404202390 Windhoek Domestic Service 
in Afrikaans 1900 GMT 14 Apr 90 


[Text] President Sam Nujoma says that, as a member of 
the Southern African Development Coordination Con- 
ference, it will have to find its own ways of breaking 
away from the South African rand monetary region and 
customs union. 


Nujoma says Namibia is economically dependent on 
[the Republic of] South Africa [RSA] and will take at 
least three years to become economically independent 
from this country. 


Swaziland 


ANC Assists RSA Youths Fleeing Natal Violence 


MB1S04092590 Johannesburg SUNDAY STAR in 
English 15 Apr 90 p 2 


[Excerpt] Forty-seven youths who fled across the Swazi- 
land border to escape violence in Natal townships have 
been flown out of the country and are destined for ANC 
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[African National Congress; camps in Tanzania, a 
highly-placed Swazi source told the SUNDAY STAR 
this week. 


Tom Sebina, en ANC spokesman in Lusaka, denied ihe 
youths were in Tanzania and said they were flown to 
Mozamt gue, where they will remain while the ANC 
National Executive monstors the situation. 


The 47 are part of a group of about 100. mostly from 
KwaMashu and aged !|2 to 18 years, who entered Swa- 
ziland sllegaliy and claimed refugee status. 


The Swazi source said the youths, all boys, were secretly 
flown out of the country in a military aircraft. 


The remaining youths were split into two groups. “Some 
are accommodated at regional police headquarters in 
Manzini, others at a refugee camp outside Mbabane,” 
the source said. 


He said the youths were being looked after by the 
Ministry of the Interior and officials of the United 
Nations High Commission for Refugees. 


Tars Makama, Undersecretary for the interior, said the 
youths started flocking into the country in small groups 
more than three weeks ago, claiming they had been 
victims of homeland police brutality. 


He said the youths told them they illegally crossed into 
Swaziland near the Lavumisa border post. On their 
arrival they were taken to refugee camps in ‘vlalindza 
and some to the Hhohho Regional Police HQ, where 
they were fed and accommodated. 


The youths asked to be handed over to the African 
National Congress. 


Mr. B. Sikanda, UN High Commissioner for Refugees in 
Swaziland, said: “We have taken these children under 
our wing. We have offered them protection and shelter. 
Some of them are just babies, barely 11 or 12 years old.” 


A spokesman for the South African department of For- 
cign Affairs this week confirmed the border crossings, 
but said the youths had not been accorded refugee status. 


[passage omitted] 
Zambia 


Multiparty System ‘To Be Considered’ “Cautiously’ 
MB1404070390 Lusaka Domestic Service in English 
0500 GMT 14 Apr 90 


[Text] President Kaunda has said that international 
donor countries and agencies are now thinking of how to 
help Zambia more positively than they have done in the 
past. Speaking at Kasaba Bay, Dr. Kaunda did not name 
the countries or agencies, but said the party and its 
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government was not s'‘ting idly but is taking earnest 
measures to put the nat:on’s economy back on course. 
[sentence as heard] 


Comrade Kaunda said in an interview with the Zambia 
National Broacasting Corporation, ZNBC, that the 
nation faced a serious economic situation which mani- 
fested itself in many forms. He said latest statistics 
showed that 40.6 percent of the children between the 
ages of one and 14 died as a result of the economy. But 
President Kaunda pointed out that the party and its 
government is not looking for excuses when it cited poor 
copper prices and Zambia’s role in the liberation struggle 
in southern Africa, because these were the real contribu- 
tions to the current situation. 


The president admitted that it is true that some mistakes had 
‘been made in certain areas, but it is human to make mistakes 
and measures are being taken to rectify some of them. 


On the controversial demand for the introduction of a 
multiparty system of government, President Kaunda 
said Zambia was initially a multiparty state, and experi- 
ences in those years made her to be a one-party system. 
He said those with good memories will recall that during 
each election time there were always few incidents that 
resulted in (?banning) a few people on a number of 
occasions. He said in view of this, the question of 
whether the multiparty system will solve Zambia's prob- 
lems is a yes-and-no situation which has to be considered 
very Cautiously. 


Kaunda: Battles Against Apartheid To Continue 


MB1504070090 Lusaka Domestic Service in English 
0500 GMT 15 Apr 90 


[Text] President Kaunda, who is in Kasaba Bay for a 
working holiday, said Zambia’s (?role) in the liberation 
strugg'e in southern Africa will continue until the battle 
is won. The president, who was speaking after [words 
indistinct] with (Sheila Sumbala), said now that the 
Zambezi River had been crossed, it remains to cross the 
Limpopo River by dismantling apartheid. President 
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Kaunda also thanked [words indistinct] (Sheila Sum- 
bala), who paid tribute to Zambia’s role in the liberation 
struggle and the new wind of change that (?produced) the 
independence of Namibia. 


Zimbabwe 


Mugabe Urges Domestic Peace Guided by ‘Oneness’ 


MB1604135290 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
1343 GMT 16 Apr 90 


[Text] Harare April 16 SAPA—Zimbabwean President 
Robert Mugabe on Monday [16 April] said the country 
had to have peace guided “by the principle of oneness” 
in order to achieve national development, reports 
ZIANA news agency. 


He was speaking at party staged for children to celebrate 
Zimbabwe's 10th independence anniversary. 


“We have to have peace, and we necessarily have to 
decide together as a nation and people because if we are 
divided into groups or tribal factions and regional groups 
we will have quarreling and fighting amongst ourselves,” 
said Mr Mugabe, who is pushing Zimbabwe towards a 
one-party state. 


He spoke .trides made since independence, saying the 
liberation struggle had not been racial but a fight against 
an evil which had reduced the dignity of Zimbabweans. 


Government efforts towards education would now 
emphasise quality, Mr Mugabe said, adding that more 
technical schools would be built. 


“It is better to have the educated unemployed because 
you will have removed the evil of ignorance, and as 
government you are aware that we are attracting foreign 
investment to create jobs in such areas as the manufac- 
turing sector and many other areas.” 


Pupils should refrain from smoking dagga [marijuana] and 
strive to “further the ideals of our revolution”, he said. 
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Guinea-Bissau 


Protest to Senegal Over Seizure of Fishing Boat 


AB1404102990 Paris AFP in English 1023 GMT 
14 Apr 90 


[Text] Bissau, April 14 (AFP}—The Guinea-Bissau Govern- 
ment has protested to Senegal over the seizure Wednesday 
[11 April] of one of its fishing boats and the wounding of 
two sailors by gunfire, an official source said here. 


The Senegalese Navy fired some 70 shots at the Soviet 
boat, the Orleonok CTM 8331, which was operating 
under licence and the flag of Guinea-Bissau, damaging 
superstructure and inj iring two sailors, the source said. 


A Foreign Ministry statement here Friday said that 
impounding of the vessel was “‘a violation of national 
sovereignty and of international law which does not fit in 
with the spirit of friendship and good neighbourliness 
between our two countries”. 


Sources in Dakar recalled Friday that Guinea-Bissau has 
been holding three Senegalese fishing boats since Jan- 
uary | after seizing them in disputed coastal waters. 


The West African countries have taken a long-standing 
row over territorial waters to international arbitration, 
but Guinea-Bissau has refused to accept rulings in favor 
of its much larger neis,jbor. 


The 76 crew members of the Senegalese boats were 
detained here for months. Only this week, according to 
sources in Dakar, did Guinea-Bissau release the two 
remaining sailors held, both Frenchmen. 


Ivory Coast 


Party Leadership Statement on Succession Report 


AB 1304211790 Abidjan Domestic Service in French 
1930 GMT 13 Apr 90 


[Statement of “clarification” issued in Abidjan on 13 
April by the leadership of the Democratic Party of Ivory 
Coast (PDCI) following French newspaper LIBERA- 
TION article on succession] 


[Text] LIBERATION, a French daily newspaper pub- 
lished in Paris, carried in its 9 April 1990 issue a curious 
article written by Stephen Smith and devoted to Ivory 
Coast. The article noted in particular the choice of the 
successor of President Houphouet-Boigny, in the person 
of the present speaker of the National Assembly of Ivory 
Coast, Mr. Henri Konan Bedie, as well as the recent 
inauguration of the latter by the traditional chiefs of the 
Baoule ethnic group—the tribe of President Houphouet- 
Boigny—in the presence of the old guard of the regime. 
This information was broadcast by the BBC, a British 
radio station based in London. 


The party leadership absolutely denies this information, 
which only exists in the imagination of the writer of that 
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article. It reminds the people once again that the head of 
state said during his last news conference on 15 March 1990 
that the issue of who will succeed him has been settled by the 
Ivorian Constitution, and that, in any case, it depends upon 
the Ivorian people. As he is neither a king of Ivory Coast nor 
a life president, he cannot, therefore, choose his successor, 
much less have him inaugurated. 


Mr. Stephen Smith, who has worked in Ivory Coast for 
several years as a journalist, should know better. Mr. 
Smith, perhaps affected by the destabilizing pressures 
which now exist, wanted to cause injury to the maturity 
of the Ivorian people by letting his very puerile and 
anachronistic imagination rule his mind. 


Liberia 


Rebels: Nimba Capital Saniquellie Captured 13 Apr 


AB1304181890 London BBC World Service in English 
1615 GMT 13 Apr 0 


[From the “Focus on Africa” program] 


[Text] The rebels in Liberia’s northeastern Nimba County 
are claiming major military successes. They say they have 
taken key centers such as Saniquellie, the county capital, 
and they are warning foreign nationals in places such as the 
iron mining town of Yekepa near the northern border with 
Guinea and Ivory Coast to get out. But it seems they have 
already taken that advice. On the line to Monrovia, Robin 
White asked the British ambassdor, Michael Gore, what the 
position was in Nimba County: 


[Begin recording] [Gore] The position is that on Wednesday 
[11 April] night, there was heavy fighting around the town of 
Saniquellie, which is a few miles from Yekepa, and the 
rebels took that town; and because they are close to Yekepa, 
the whole expatriate community along with a lot of Liberian 
staff crossed into Guinea, and a contingency plan has been 
on the cards for some time. 


, White] Where are the expatriate staff now? 


[Gore] Well, they returned yesterday morning to 
Yekepa. It was quiet around the immediate area of the 
mining town, but fighting was still going on along the 
road near Saniquellie, and they put their goods together 
and left in a convoy into Guinea, and then they crossed 
into Cote d'Ivoire [Ivory Coast] and set off toward 
Abidjan. They were spending the night at a Catholic 
mission at Man in Cote d'Ivoire and were then pro- 
ceeding on to Abidjan today. That is my understanding 
and the last that I have heard since they left. 


[White] Do you have any news at all from Yekepa today 
as to what might be happening there? 


[Gore] No, nothing definite. I heard that the rebels were, 
last night and this morning, closer to Yekepa, but | do 
not know whether they have actually taken Yekepa. I 
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believe there are very very few people left in the mining 
township, and to the best of my knowledge, none of the 
expatriates are there. 


[White] Have the Liberians fled the town? 


[Gore] I do not know, is the absolute answer, but as so 
many of them left on Wednesday night, I suspect that a 
large percentage of them, if not all, would have left, but 
I do not know that for sure. 


[White] Would you imagine that the expatriate staff have 
now abandoned the place for some time? 


[Gore] I could not say that. Clearly, the mining operation 
has closed down, and obviously the company and the 
individuals will have to see how the situation develops 
before they decide whether or not to return and to 
resume operations. 


[White] What about the Liberian Army in Yekepa? Have 
they left the place or are they trying to hold out there? 


[Gore] They were fighting the rebels along the road to 
Saniquellie. Yekepa and Saniquellie are about 15 km 
apart, I think, maybe 12 km, and they were fighting on 
that road; but I do not know whether rebels have actually 
entered Yekepa mining township. 


Doe Suspends ‘Birthday 1990° 


AB 1404081390 Monrovia Radio ELWA in English 
1710 GMT 13 Apr 90 


[Text] With barely three weeks to go before Birthday 
1990, President Doe has suspended the celebrations 
marking his 40th birth anniversary in Grand Gedeh 
County. The president, in a request yesterday, called on 
the general committee of Birthday 1990 to suspend 
activities of the celebrations for 6 May this year because, 
as he put it, of the distress caused by rebel action in 
Nimba County. 


The president noted that it would be insensitive for him 
to consent to the celebrations in one part of the country 
while people are distressed and displaced by rebel activ- 
ities just next door to Grand Gedeh County. He made 
the statement yesterday at the Execucive Mansion during 
a luncheon he hosted as part of the activities marking the 
10th anniversary of the National Redemption Day. 


Doe Urges People To Maintain Peace 


AB 1404093390 Monrovia Radio ELWA in English 
1710 GMT 13 Apr 90 


[Text] President Samuel Kanyon Doe says he will not 
allow negative influences to distract him from constitu- 
tional requirements which give Liberians the right to 
choose their leaders through the ballot. Dr. Doe said his 
administration would continue to foster a democratic 
system which allows for political changes through the 
electoral process. The president made this statement 
yesterday at the Executive Mansion during a luncheon 
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given as part of the activities marking the 10th anniver- 
sary of the National Redemption Day. The chief execu- 
tive, however, called on Liberians to keep peace and 
stability of the nation as we move toward the general 
elections next year. 


Reflecting on the April 12, 1980 revolution, President 
Doe said in spite of some setbacks, there have been 
reasonable economic, social, and political results, noting: 
We must take pride in the fact that we have laid the 
foundation for the establishment of democratic institu- 
tions in the country. We have renovated hospitals and 
schools and encouraged the establishment of banking 
institutions and development of the Fendell Campus of 
the University of Liberia, among other things. 


Defense Ministry: Rebels Repelled 


AB1304212190 Monrovia Radio ELWA in English 
2000 GMT 13 Apr 90 


[Text] Information just reaching this desk from the Infor- 
mation Ministry said the Ministry of National Defense 
announced this evening that rebel forces, which attacked 
Sanniquellie yesterday, have been repelled and that the area 
is still under the control of government forces. 


According to an Information Ministry bulletin issued 
tonight, the chief of staff, General Henry Duba, dis- 
closed that the rebels attacked a civilian transport 
vehicle near Sanniquellie yesterday, killing all of its 
occupants and creating panic, resulting in the residents 
of Sanniquellie fleeing for rescue. Government forces 
quickly repelled the rebels, forcing them to retreat. 


Briefing the chief of staff at 6:00 PM this evening by 
telephone, the area commander of government forces in 
Nimba, General Charles Julue, told Chief of Staff Duba 
that Colonel Daniel Velie, field commander in Yekepa, 
is still in command of his troops and not killed, as falsely 
reported by the BBC e irlier today. 


Meanwhile, the Defense Ministry has assured the resi- 
dents of Sanniquellie and surrounding areas of govern- 
ment’s fullest protection. 


Rebels Plan To Strike Yekepa 


AB1404112290 London BBC World Service in English 
0730 GMT 14 Apr 90 


[From the “Saturdays Only” program hosted by Julian Marshal] 


[Text] We begin with Liberia where the government of 
President Samuel Doe, who this month incidentally 
marks the 10th anniversary of the coup that brought him 
to power, is looking increasingly beleaguered. Those 
rebels of Charles Taylor, who crossed over into Liberia’s 
northeast Nimba County at the end of last year, are now 
proving to be more than just a local irritant. This week, 
they overran the Nimba capital of Sanniquellie, and a 
Western journalist held captive by the rebels has spoken 
upon his release of the large areas now under their control. 
The rebels are now poised to strike the iron ore mining 
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town of Yekepa which was this week evacuated by expa- 
triate workers. On the line, | asked rebel spokesman (Tom 
Whale), what they intended to do with Yekepa. 


[Begin recording] [(Whale)] We intend to clear out the 
battalion of the government forces there and, as soon as 
it is practical and possible, we will allow the operation 
that was going on there with the mining company to 
coniinue without any interference. As I said, we have no 
interest or any intention of interfering with the operation 
of the mines and interfering with foreign investments. 


[Marshal] And how long do you think your military 
operation in Yekepa is going to take? 


[(Whale)] We hope not too long, because the area is clear 
now, we hope in a week or so, it should be under control. 


[Marshal] Because as I understand it, the expatriate workers 
are crucial to the effective operation of the mine? 


{(Whale)] It is my understanding, and that is true 
because I also worked for Lamco [Liberian- 
American-Swedish Minerals Company] when I was in 
Liberia, and I know what it means. So we hope that they 
can return to work as soon as possible. 


[Marshal] So are you envisaging a situation in the future, 
Mr. (Whale), when the mine will resume operations, but 
under rebel control? 


[(Whale)] We do not intend to operate the mines, we are 
not there to operate the mine but the security of the area 
will be under our control, yes. 


[Marshal] And do you think that expatriate workers 
would return under those conditions? 


[(Whale)] We hope so because we have no intention of 
interfering with their operation, and our presence will be 
for the securing of the area that we occupy militarily, not 
for the interference with what they do and what they do 
not do. If this is what they have been doing with the 
Liberian Government, that is not what we are going to 
do. We have no intention of interfering with their 
operation at all. 


[Marshal] Is it not rather naive to think, Mr. (Whale), 
that Liberian Government would be prepared to tolerate 
a situation where a mine is being operated on Liberian 
soil but under the security control of a group of rebels? 


[(Whale)] I doubt if the Liberian Government at this 
time has any choice as to whether it is under our control. 
At this moment, Nimba is under our control, parts of 
Bong County is under our control, parts of Grand Bassa 
County is under our control, and the Government of 
Liberia under the Doe regime has no control over that. 
The regime itself is illegal in the first place, so it has no 
basis of control. It is the people of Liberia that control 
everything. [end recording] 
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General: Rebel Leader Surrounded 


AB1404140890 London BBC World Service in English 
1323 GMT 14 Apr 90 


[From the “Twenty-Four Hours” program; telephone 
interview with General Charles Julue, commander of 
Liberian Government forces in Nimba County; moni- 
tored in progress] 


[Text] [Unidentified reporter] There are reports that you 
have now found the house in which the rebel leader, 
Charles Taylor, is surrounded by government troops. Is 
that correct? 


[Julue] Yes, that is in Sanniquellie, where they attacked 
on Thursday [12 April]. And | dispatched my troops 
there. They fought the rebels, and my men took over 
Sanniquellie. And Charles Taylor, he is hiding in a 
building, a white building, that Charles Taylor is pres- 
ently occupying with some of his men. But at this 
moment, he has been surrounded by my troops. In case 
he escapes, I will hunt him down. 


[Reporter] But have you got the house actually sur- 
rounded now? 


[Julue] Right, yes. 
[Reporter] So how can he escape? 


{[Julue] Well, I don’t know, I don’t know. He can escape. 
He can manage by escaping by making his men, you 
know, giving heavy volume of fire. [sentence as heard] I 
don’t know, but my men at a! odds are prepared, they 
are there. 


[Reporter] How long has the house been surrounded, 
General Julue? 


[Julue] Well, they just discovered it last night. 


|Reporter] And why have they not been able to take the 
house yet? 


{[Julue] | have not got any information from my troop 
commander there. 


[Reporter] If you capture Charles Taylor, is that the end 
of the rebellion? 


[Julue] Well, if I capture Charles Taylor, | vow that that 
will be the end because most of his men have been killed 
by my men. Any other person who happens to succeed 
him will also be killed. 


[Reporter] How do you respond to charges that your men 
have behaved brutally in suppressing the rebellion? 


[Julue] Well, because, they are physically fit, and they are 
prepared to do everything in their reach... 


[Reporter, interrupting] To end the rebellion? 
[Julue] Yes. 
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{Reporter} But is it possible that they make the govern- 
ment less popular by being so brutal? 


[Julue}] Well, | can’t say now, I am not in a position to say 
anything with respect to what you ask. [end recording] 


{Presenter} A jubilant General Julue from Ganta! 


Further on Sanniquellie Fighting 


AB1404173790 London BBC World Service in English 
1709 GMT 14 Apr 90 


[From the “African News” program] 


[Text] There have been more details about the fighting 
between rebels and government troops in northeastern 
Liberia, where the situation remains unclear. The 
authorities say the capital of Nimba County, San- 
niquellie, is again under their control. But that is denied 
by the rebel National Patriotic Forces of Liberia, who 
said they captured Sanniquellie on Friday. In his account 
of the fighting, the commander of Liberian Government 
troops in the region, General Charles Julue, said the 
rebels have been repulsed after attacking the army head- 
quarters town at Ganta, leaving about a hundred of the 
insurgents dead. 


There is also uncertainty over the whereabouts of the rebel 
leader, Mr. Charles Taylor. The authorities say he is trapped 
in a house in Sanniquellie, but other reports say he is safe at 
his base near the border with Ivory Coast. Meanwhile, a 
group of about 14 foreign missionaries working in San- 
niquellie have arrived in Ivory Coast after being taken from 
the town by the rebels when they attacked. 


This latest outbreak of fighting in Nimba County began on 
Wednesday [11 April], and all workers, including foreigners, 
were evacuated from the iron ore mining complex at 
Yekepa, Liberia’s biggest industrial center. Clashes have 
been continuing since December, when the rebels attempted 
an uprising against President Samuel Doe. 


Taylor Flees Saniquellie 


AB1404175390 Monrovia Radio ELWA in English 
1710 GMT 14 Apr 90 


[Text] Government forces early this morning reportedly 
repelled a rebel attack on Ganta City, killing 100 of the 
rebels and capturing large quantities of arms and ammu- 
nition from them. The Ministry of Information, quoting 
a Defense Ministry spokesman, said the area com- 
mander, Brigadier General Charles Julue, made the 
disclosure this morning. 


Gen. Julue is said to have also revealed that Saniquellie, 
which was on Wednesday April 11 besieged by the 
rebels, has been recaptured and that government forces 
are in full control of the city. Gen. Julue further said that 
rebel leader, Charles Taylor, who led the attack on 
Saniquellie, had fled to an adjaceni village and noted 
that government troops were vigorously pursuing him. 
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Meanwhile, the Government of Liberia is calling on 
citizens and residents to give their fullest support to 
government forces by reporting any unusual incidents to 
the police and the military or other government author- 
ities in their respective areas. 


Government Pursues Rebels From Ganta 


AB1404222490 Monrovia Radio ELWA in English 
2210 GMT 14 Apr 90 


[Text] Latest reports from the National Defense [Min- 
istry] sources say government troops in Nimba County 
today blew up two vehicles in which rebels were fleeing 
from Ganta. All occupants are reported killed. The 
Defense Ministry sources also said the troops made this 
move (?in hot pursuit) of the rebels who attacked Ganta 
earlier this morning. 


Army: Rebels Preparing ‘Fresh Assault’ 


AB1504174590 London BBC World Service in English 
1709 GMT 15 Apr 90 


[From the “African News” program] 


[Excerpt] Reports from northeastern Liberia say the area 
around the garrison of Ganta in Nimba County is quiet 
after yesterday's heavy fighting between government 
forces and rebels. An army spokesman said there have 
been no rebel attacks overnight, but he believed that they 
were preparing for a fresh assault. The spokesman also 
said a missionary hospital for leprosy sufferers had been 
unaffected by the fighting. The Irish nursing sisters who 
run the clinic refused to leave their 200 patients when 
the clashes began. [passage omitted] 


Government Controls Saniquellie 15 Apr 


AB1504181590 Monrovia Radio ELWA in English 
1710 GMT 15 Apr 90 


[Text] The Ministry of Information has briefed the press 
on developments in the country. Today’s press briefing, 
held by Mr. Paul Allen Weah, dealt with the weekend's 
operations involving government troops and the rebels. 
Mr. Weah said government forces are still in firm control 
of Saniquellie and claims by rebels that Saniquellie was 
in their possession was false. He said the attack on Ganta 
yesterday by rebel forces has been repulsed. Mr. Weah 
further told the press that government forces continue to 
make good gains in the Nimba crisis. 


Meanwhile, there will be anpther press briefing 
tomorrow at the Ministry of Information. The briefings 
are in line with government's efforts to inform its 
citizens on developments in the country. 


Government Controls ‘Every Inch’ 


AB1504223090 Monrovia Radio ELWA in English 
2210 GMT 15 Apr 90 


[Text] The Minisjry of Information, Culture, and 
Tourism has said that rebel action in Nimba County 
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must be the concern of not only the government, but of 
all Liberians because its repercussion was far-reaching. 
The ministry reiterated that all Liberians must consoli- 
date their efforts in restoring peace and tranquility in 
Nimba County, noting that rebel action was causing 
untold sorrow to our people. 


Deputy Information Minister for Planning and Research 
Mr. Paul Allen Weah made the statement today on 
behalf of the ministry when he briefed the press about 
current developments in Nimba County. Answering 
questions about rebel-held territory in the country, Min- 
ister Weah made it clear that the Liberian Government 
was in full control of every inch of Liberian soil. 


Army Controls ‘All Territory’ 


AB1604113990 London BBC World Service in English 
0630 GMT 16 Apr 90 


{Excerpt] The Liberian Government has again said that the 
Army is now in control of all territory previously held by 
rebel forces. The Ministry of Information in the capital 
Monrovia, said that not one inch of the country is in rebel 
hands. There has been no reaction from the rebels to the 
Ministry’s statement. But correspondent points out that the 
government has made similar assertions before and the 
fighting has continued. [passage omitted] 


Senegal 


Jean Coliin Said Removed From Party Leadership 


AB1304190190 London BBC World Service in English 
0730 GMT 13 Apr 90 


[From the African News*] 


[Text] A report from Dakar says a former senior min- 
ister, Mr. Jean Collin, has been removed from the 
leadership of the ruling Socialist Party. REUTER news 
agency says the party issued a statement saying French- 
born Mr. Collin no longer held the key post of number 
two in the party. It said his place has been taken by the 
speaker of the National Assembly, Abdoulaziz Ndow. 


Mr. Collin is reported to have left Senegal after President 
Abdou Diouf removed him last month from his minis- 
terial post as secretary general to the Presidency. 


AFP Reports 


AB1404065890 Paris AFP in French 1341 GMT 
13 Apr 90 


[Text] Dakar, 13 Apr (AFP)}—Jean Collin, who on 27 
March was dismissed from office as state minister sec- 
retary general of the Presidency (the No. 2 man in the 
government), has left his position as the Socialist Party 
[PS] secretary in charge of political life and chairman of 
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the committee to organize the party’s congress, a com- 
munique from the Executive Bureau of the PS (the ruling 
party since independence) pointed out. On the recom- 
mendation of Abdou Diouf, the president of the 
Republic and PS secretary general, Mr. Collin, who is 
presently out of town, was replaced in these two posi- 
tions, which virtually made him the No. 2 man of the 
party, by Abdoul Aziz Ndaw, the speaker of the National 
Assembly, it was learned from the same source. 


No explanation was given for the replacement, which 
took place two months before the PS Congress scheduled 
for 30 June and must be, the communique said, “a major 
step in the party’s renewal and openess process.” The 
communique, which announced his dismissal, contained 
no praise for his work in the PS, observers noted. 


According to political analysts, the 65-year old Collin 
controlled the state and party. He was minister of 
finance anv} interior before becoming President Diouf's 
closest aic > after the latter took the highest office in 
1981, replacing President Senghor. 


Togo 


Government Denies Sending Troops to Ivory Coast 


AB1404211590 Lome Domestic Service in French 
1900 GMT 14 Apr 90 


[Government statement issued on 14 April in Lome con- 
cerning rumors that Togo has sent troops to assist Ivorian 
security forces in maintaining public order; read by Minister 
of Foreign Affairs and Cooperation Yaovi Adodo] 


[Text] For some time now, rumors have been circulating 
in Ivory Coast to the effect that troops of the Togolese 
Armed Forces are present in Abidjan to assist the Ivorian 
security forces in maintaining public order. These 
rumors are totally baseless because the Togolese Govern- 
ment has at no time been approached by Ivorian author- 
ities with a request for military assistance, and Togo has 
never sent any troops to Ivory Coast. 


In the face of these persistent allegations and in view of 
the magnitude that they are taking every day, the Togo- 
lese Government makes it a point to categorically and 
strongly deny all these rumors, which are aimed at 
sowing doubt in the minds of people and which, in 
reality, are only lies fabricated and maintained by the 
fertile imagination of some ill-motivated people. 


Togo, as everyone is aware, maintains excellent relations 
with Ivory Coast, as it does with all the other countries of 
the subregion; but it never interferes in the domestic 
affairs of other states. The persons that are circulating 
these rumors, and who are the only ones to know the 
goals they want to achieve, are making a mistake, 
because the ties of friendship, brotherliness, and active 
solidarity binding the Ivorian and Togolese peoples are 
above these base maneuvers 
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